
 

 

 
Hinton St George Parish Council 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 19th January 2026,  

at St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George.  
 
 
Present: Cllrs R. Lewin (RL), P. Reynolds (PR), F. Voss (FV), M. Herbert (MH) and A. 
Barber (AB). Somerset Councillor J Roundell Greene and the Clerk were in attendance. 
Members of the Public:  Three 
1160. Open Forum: A member of the public requested an update on the proposed footpath 
alongside Neat Lane. Councillors noted that no formal notification had been received and 
requested the Clerk to follow-up on this. A member of the public asked for an update on the 
Conservation Area Appraisal. Councillors replied that the draft document is still being 
finalised and that a further update will be provided as soon as possible.  
1161. Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs P. Lanham and E.Way (both personal). 
1162. Declarations of Interest:  None 
1163. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meetings held on Monday 19th 
November  2025 were approved and signed by the Chair. 
1164. Somerset Councillor Report:  Cllr Jo Roundell Greene noted that Somerset 
Council's consolidation strategy for effective dog control would go live in the summer for 
public participation. Highways have reviewed the A303 for flooding and although this doesn’t 
affect Hinton St George, it does affect nearby villages. Cllr Jo Roundell Greene noted a 
concern raised by a member of the public regarding planning permission for a property in 
Hinton St George. Cllr Reynolds confirmed that she had offered to meet the individual to 
provide further guidance. 
1165. Clerks Updates: 
a) Lopen Flood Group workshop invitation -  Lopen Flood Group have invited residents 
and Councillors to attend a Community Emergency Working Group Workshop from 6-9pm 
on 21 January 2026 at Seavington St Mary Village Hall. Discussions will be held on how to 
address areas prone to flooding and consider a solution where trained volunteers could 
provide on the ground support to Highways. It was agreed that the Clerk would attend and 
report back. 
b) SALC Community Health & Wellbeing funding available – Groups which could be 
eligible to apply for this funding were identified, being Active Living Tuesday, the Gardening 
Club and the Walking Group. The Clerk will contact these groups to share this opportunity. 
c) Dog waste bin options for Jubilee Wood and Jubilee Lane – The previous Clerk had 
obtained costs for the new large dog waste bins, but these were felt to be too expensive, too 
large and would also act as general but unsightly waste bins and would be likely to block the 
Jubilee Wood entrance. Councillors agreed that no action would be taken at this time. Cllr 
Voss reported that the dog waste bin had fallen over in Jubilee Lane. It was agreed that the 
Lengthsman would be asked to repair this as soon as the bin has been emptied, which the 
Clerk will request from the Dog Warden. 
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1166. Highways and Footpath updates: 
a) To consider purchase of required signage and clothing for Lengthsman following 
completion of Chapter 8 training - Following the discussion at the previous meeting and the 
review of costs, this budget was approved. 
b) Repairs to the footbridge and installation of new SID post on Merriott Road will be 
delayed until early March due to the Lengthsman’s availability - The Councillors noted 
that SID had been removed from its previous position following the discussion with Highways. 
c) Highways will put forward a proposal for the introduction of new parking restrictions 
as part of the next Amendment Order, to be advertised in approximately 12 months - 
This was noted.  
1167. Planning Conservation and village matters 
a) To consider request to pay for grass cutting at St. Georges Church for 2026-27 and 
to note increased cost - Councillors noted that the upkeep of the church grounds was 
important for the Parish however raised concerns that the costs had increased substantially in 
the last year. It was agreed that the Parish Council could not pay the full amount and it was 
agreed by vote that £1500 would be confirmed for the 2026-27 budget. The Clerk will provide 
feedback with an explanation of the decision. 
b) To receive update on hosting current village website and approve cost – 
The Vice Chair noted the adjustment in timing on the increase in website charges for the 
current year, with a letter from the Old Boys Collective explaining that increased demand in 
populating the website had necessitated this. It was noted that all website updates from other 
societies must come through the Clerk going forward to allow the Parish Council to 
understand activity from other societies and charge them accordingly to cover the cost of the 
updates. 
c) To receive update on requirement to change website and email to gov.uk and 
discuss whether further quotes are required - It was agreed that the Clerk will request 
additional quotes for the website change to support further discussion, however no changes 
will implemented in terms of new email accounts at this time due to the expense of this. 
d) To confirm that Cllr Reynolds will be standing as the Reading Room Trust 
representative - This appointment was approved with the Chair noting the Parish Council’s 
thanks to Cllr Voss for his years of service to the Reading Room Trust. 
1168. Finance and Procedure -  
a) To finalise the budget and precept for 2026-27 - Councillors agreed that it would be 
necessary to increase the precept to meet increasing expenses but considered whether this 
increase should be staggered over two years or implemented in full for 2026-27, deciding on 
the former option which would require a further increase in 2027-28.  
The precept amount of £33,360, reflecting a 26.4% increase, was proposed by the Chair and 
approved by majority vote. The 2026/27 budget (presented as “Budget C”) was proposed by 
the Chair, seconded by the Vice Chair and agreed by all. 
b) Review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank 
reconciliations – Noted.  
b)  Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to 
payment – Councillors approved the following payments: 

Old Boys Collective​ ​ ​ £591.59 
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Somerset Council​ ​ ​ £78.00 
Homes and Garden Services​ ​ £1,387.32 
H M Revenue and Customs​ ​ £169.60 
Helen Graham​ ​ ​ ​ £678.42 
Helen Graham - reimbursement​ £98.77 
SSE Energy​ ​ ​ ​ £13.62    

c) To consider SALC proposal that Precept payments to the Parish Council could 
become bi-annual and the possible financial implications of this – The Councillors 
discussed concerns about what security the Parish Council has to receive the second 
precept payment if SALC is put under some form of control. The Clerk will research this to 
try and find further details. 
d) To discuss change to online banking – It was agreed that no urgent action was 
required. This will remain an agenda item for future discussion.  
1169.  Planning applications under review: 
25/03036/HOU - Belmont House West Street Hinton St George Somerset TA17 8SA -  
Extensions and internal/external alterations to existing two-storey dwelling - The Councillors 
noted that an objection had been lodged and in order to ensure clarity on the proposed 
changes, a site visit would be requested. 
25/03086/COL - The Old Malthouse High Street Hinton St George Somerset TA17 8SE - 
Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed installation of no. 3 
replacement ground floor windows to the front elevation - Approved. 
25/02932/TCA - The Old Malthouse High Street Hinton St George Somerset TA17 8SE - 
Notification of intent to Fell No. 1 Tree within a Conservation Area. T1 - Maple Tree to be 
removed due to disease - Following a site visit, no objections were noted. 
25/02977/TCA - St Georges House Merriott Road Hinton St George Somerset TA17 8SL - 
Notification of intent to fell No.01 Ilex Aquifolium due to crown die back and decay on main 
stem - No objections. 
25/02896/TCA - Fir House High Street Hinton St George Somerset TA17 8SE - 
Notification of intent to fell No.01 Magnolia tree - No objections. 
Decisions to note: 
24/00192/ENF - Niddons House, Hinton St George, TA17 8SQ - The concern raised 
regarding the development of a driveway at the above address encroaching on the road was 
decided not to be a not a planning enforcement matter with a recommendation that this 
should instead be reported to the Highways Authority. The Clerk had reported this without 
response and will follow-up to ensure the report is noted. 
1170. To receive Parish Councillors reports:   
FV – confirmed that a contribution of £50 had been received from a resident towards the 
removal of a tree in Jubilee Lane, which the Chair thanked him for. Cllr Voss requested that 
all requests to the Lengthsman go through him or the Clerk which was agreed to.  
AB - noted the number of potholes in the village with some repairs not being done well. Cllr 
Barber also noted damage in the junction of Gas Lane and South Street - it was agreed that 
Cllr Voss would request the Lengthsman to assist with repairs. 
MH - nothing 
RL – nothing 
PR – nothing 
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1171. To note correspondence received – all relevant correspondence is sent to 
Councillors. 
1172. Items for next Agenda –  no agenda items at this time. 
1173. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 16th February 2026 at 
7.15 p.m. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 8:30 p.m.  
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