
 

 
Hinton St George Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17th November 2025,  
at St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George.  

 
Present: Cllrs R. Lewin (RL), P. Reynolds (PR), F. Voss (FV), P. Lanham ( PL) and E.Way (EW).  
Members of the Public:  Two 
1146. Open Forum: A member of the public asked for an update on the Conservation Area 
Appraisal and requested that Adam Dance MP receive a copy of the draft when it is 
available. Councillors replied that the draft document will be available in the New Year and it 
will go to public consultation at that stage.  
A member of the public mentioned an overgrown bush on South Street which needs to be 
cut back to allow the public to use the path.  
A request was made that cutting back of vegetation on footpaths in the village should be an 
item in the next edition of the Hinton Hound. 
A member of the public requested an update on the yellow lines, and it was confirmed that 
the process has begun and Councillors were meeting the Highways Engineer on Wednesday 
to agree depth and length. 
The Chair noted the death of Councillor Barber’s wife and spoke of everyone’s sorrow at her 
passing and extended their sympathy to her family. 
1147. Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs M. Herbert and A. Barber ( both personal) and Somerset 
Councillor J Roundell Greene ( unwell), J Chant – Clerk ( personal). 
1148. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr E Way declared her husband sits on Hinton and 
Dinnington Parochial Church Council, so she is conflicted on the grass cutting costs at St 
Georges Churchyard. 
1149. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meetings held on Monday 20th October  
2025 were approved and signed by the Vice Chair. 
1150. Somerset Councillor Report:  The Somerset Councillor was unwell, and Councillors 
noted they had received her monthly report ahead of the meeting.  
1151. Clerks Updates: 
a) Flooding on Merriott Road -  Highways have planned drainage works scheduled for 2026 
-27 and Councillors will discuss this with the Highways Engineer on Wednesday. Cllr Voss 
expressed concern that diverting water along Merriott Road and down South Street will 
flood fields as the drains are blocked so the Parish Council should alert Highways and put 
them on notice that this is not acceptable. 
b) Response to streetlight on Lopen Road – Councillors noted the response with regard to a 
shield and agreed they should write in support of the homeowner’s request. 
c) Update on light pollution – The Chair confirmed that a retrospective planning application 
has been submitted and given Somerset Council is under resourced it may be approved. He 
confirmed he is following the application closely and if due process has not been followed 
there may be further action. 
1152. Highways and Footpath updates: 
a) To note resignation of Parish Path Liaison Officer – Councillors noted the resignation and 
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confirmed they had written to him extending their thanks for all his work. Cllr Way enquired if 
the PPLO would be replaced. At the moment there is no intention to recruit a replacement 
and the lengthsman and Councillors can keep an eye on the footpaths and report issues to 
the Clerk. 
b) To consider purchase of required signage etc. following completion of Chapter 8 training-  
Councillors discussed the basic requirement for vehicle signage and clothing etc. 
With regard to the T junction at Merriott Road, Councillors discussed the requirement for 
additional signage and noted that this was not within the Parish, but it was a busy junction 
and a safety concern for users. It was agreed that the Vice Chair will discuss the signage and 
costs with the Chair of Merriott Parish Council and the matter will be reviewed in the January 
meeting.  
Signage for vehicle and hi vis for work on footpaths and roads will also be considered in 
January. 
Cllr Way expressed her concern that the Parish Council should communicate awareness of 
such issues more effectively than just the public attending the monthly meetings.  
c) to consider repairs to footbridge as per Lengthsmans report –  
Councillors noted the costs and agreed that they should proceed with the repairs as outlined 
by the lengthsman.  
d) to note request for Highways, engineer to visit - 
Councillors noted that the Highways Engineer was due to visit on Wednesday 19th November 
2025 and Councillors will discuss several issues with her, including sites for the Speed 
Indicator Device. 
1153. Planning Conservation and village matters 
a) To consider request to pay for grass cutting at St. Georges Church for 2026-27 and to note 
increased cost -   
Councillors requested details of contributions over the last few years and clarity on what 
figure had originally been agreed for 2026/27. The matter will be discussed again in the 
January meeting. 
b) To receive update on hosting current village website and agree cost – 
Councillors noted the increased charges which the host company said reflected the higher 
number of updates over the year. It was felt the Clerk should manage all updates from outside 
bodies on a monthly basis once the website is gov.uk to keep costs under control. It was 
agreed that the Vice Chair write to the hosts, suggesting the Parish Council will pay their usual 
annual fees and negotiate payment timings and additional fees. 
c) To receive update on requirement to change website and email to gov.uk. 
Councillors noted the information, and this will be discussed again in January, once 
discussions have been had with the current website host. 
1154. Finance and Procedure -  
a) Review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank reconciliations – 
Councillors noted there were no receipts.  
b)  Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment –  
        Homes and Garden Services                            £ 1493.00  
        Julie Chant                                                           £   401.65 
       H M Revenue and Customs                               £     81.60 
       SSE energy                                                            £     27.70 
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       SALC                                                                       £     80.00 
       Julie Chant – reimbursement                            £     24.15  
      
  Councillors agreed the payments.  
c) To note updated Asset Register and updated Assets of Community Value – noted and 
signed by the Chair     
d) To note 2nd quarter review of current Budget – noted  
e)  To consider Budget Options for 2026 – 27  - Councillors will consider again in the January 
meeting when the precept request must be completed and signed. 
f)   To agree training package for new Clerk – agreed 3 sessions offered by Somerset 
Association of Local Councils 
g)  To consider early review of policies and procedures – Cllr Way noted that certain 
procedures of the Council are not as nimble as they could be. The Chair replied 
implementation of Cllr Way’s suggestions would require a full Parish Council vote, and they 
could cost up to a £1,000 a year in additional hours for the Clerk and other general 
expenses.  
Cllr Way asked that the incoming Clerk monitor all meetings for up to 3 months and note if 
there are areas that could be reviewed and /or improved. – All agreed. 
Cllr Way also echoed Cllr Voss’s concern that the lengthsman and the Clerk are not paid in 
the two months the Parish Council does not meet and wait until the next meeting. She felt 
this was not fair and the Council should find a way to pay them 12 times per year. 
1155.  Planning applications under review: 
25/02642/TCA- 6 George and Crown Cottages Church Street Hinton St George, Somerset 
TA17 8SD - Notification of intent to carry out Tree Surgery  Works to No. 1 Tree within a 
Conservation Area. T1 - Gleditsia, Triacanthos – Crown Reduce by 2.5-3M. 
Decisions to note: 
25/02192/HOU - Field House Merriott Road Hinton St George Somerset TA17 8SN – erect 
single storey extension and alterations to dwelling – Approved with conditions. 
25/02271/TCA - The Old Malthouse High Street Hinton St George Somerset TA17 8SE - 
Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery works to 1x Maple (T1) to overall crown 
reduction by up to 2m in height and width, 1x Silver Birch (T2) to dismantle, fell & replant 
similar species elsewhere in garden and 1x Magnolia (T3) overall crown reduction by up to 
1.5m in height and width – Decided  
25/01789/FUL – Oatley, Windy Ridge, Lopen Road, Hinton St George TA17 8SG – the 
demolition of an existing dwelling and garage, the erection of a replacement dwelling and 
amendment to driveway the shared access road to the property – Approved with conditions 
1156. to receive Parish Councillors reports:   
FV – has resigned from the Reading Room Trust after many years and a new Trustee is 
needed. The Chair thanked him on behalf of the Parish Council for his many of years of 
service on the Trust. 
EW – concerned that public dog bins are being filled with dog waste from peoples’ gardens 
and that bigger bins are required. 
PR – nothing 
PL – nothing 
RL – informed Councillors that J. Chant will formally write to him, confirming she will be 
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pursuing the light pollution issue. 
1157. To note correspondence received – all relevant correspondence is sent to Councillors. 
1158. Items for next Agenda –  as discussed – grass cutting at St. Georges Churchyard, 
Chapter 8 signage and workwear and additional signage at Merriott road T junction, 
payment to Old Boys Collective for website hosting and change to gov.uk email and website, 
2026/27 Budget. 
1159. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 19th January 2026 at 
7.15 p.m. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 9.15 p.m.  
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