Hinton St George Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th April 2026,
at St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George.

Present: Clir P. Lanham, Clir M. Herbert, Clir A. Barber, and Clir E. Way. Somerset Council
was represented by ClIr S. Ashton, and the Clerk was in attendance. The Councillors
present agreed that Clir Lanham would stand in as Chair for this meeting, in the absence of
the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

Members of the Public: Approximately 20.

1202. Open Forum: A member of the public asked for an update on the Conservation Area
Appraisal. Councillors confirmed that the first draft document had been received, with
amendments in progress and that the revised version will be made available imminently.
Several members of the public raised concerns about the proposed new school railings,
noting: concerns around the height and colour of the fence which was felt to create a “caged
in” effect for the children; concerns about the loss of church views, which is a key visual
aspect of the village; concerns about the impact of the fence being placed on top of a wall
(Church Path) and being placed on top of a bank (West Street), with a suggestion made to
move this to the base of the bank and incorporate prickling plants to fill the gaps; feedback
on how other schools had incorporated prickly planting to make fencing more visibly
acceptable; feedback that an Education Department policy had been found to reference
boundary fences only needing to be 1.8m high. The Chair of Governors for the School gave
input that the governors had not been consulted prior to the planning application being
published and while their priority was always to ensure the safeguarding of pupils, the Chair
felt that consultation between the school and the village to discuss alternatives which suited
all parties would be beneficial. A member of the public asked for feedback on the light
pollution relating to the golf course, which the Clerk will follow up on.

1203. Apologies for Absence: Clir R. Lewin (RL) (personal), Clir P. Reynolds (personal)
and ClIr F. Voss (personal).

1204. Declarations of Interest: None.

1205. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meetings held on Monday 16th March
2026 were approved by all present Councillors and signed by the Chair.

1206. Planning applications under review:

a) 26/00494/FUL - Hinton St George Pre School West Street, TA17 8SA - Replacement of
an existing treated timber picket fencing and installation of a 2.5m high black railings fence.
Councillors noted the importance of safeguarding children at the school but noted concerns
about the impact on the Grade 1 listed church views which are noted in the conservation
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appraisal and highlighted that the Conservation Officer should be asked to review the
planning application. Based on the feedback received from site visit, as well as feedback
received from members of the public, both before and during the meeting, it was agreed that
an Objection would be lodged.

b) 26/00509/S73 - Building Off Gas Lane Hinton St George - S73 application to vary
conditions 2 (approved plans), 3 (materials) and 8 (lighting strategy) to allow installation of a
woodburner, associated flue and pv panels, in relation to planning approval 25/00098/FUL
for proposed new dwelling in the place of an existing barn - Approved.

c) Decisions to note: No decisions to note.

1207. Somerset Councillor Report: Clir Ashton attended and confirmed he would be
representing Clir Roundell Greene until further notice. Clir Ashton highlighted the proposed
planning committee changes which had been put forward with a very short deadline for
responses (23rd April), noting that it was important to review and comment. Clir Ashton
shared details of the improved process for pothole fixing, focused on getting the outstanding
potholes repaired as soon as possible.

1208. Clerk’s Updates:

a) To present a simplified draft IT policy - The Clerk presented a simplified version of the
draft IT policy, as recommended in a recent SALC training session. The Clerk noted the
importance of having an approved IT policy ready for the audit process. Councillors
confirmed they were in favour of the simplified version and this was approved and signed by
the Chair.

b) To present a draft Risk Assessment - The Clerk presented a draft risk assessment,
which is required for audit purposes, and noted that this would be reviewed and updated on
a regular basis. Councillors confirmed they were happy with the Risk Assessment and this
was approved and signed by the Chair.

¢) To update on website and email changes - The Clerk confirmed that the new website
was set-up with content updates still being made, with the Clerk and Clir Way encouraging
all local groups to submit content. The Clerk’s new email address is set-up and will be put
into use, with a divert from the existing address to ensure no correspondence is missed.

d) To present the draft copy for Hinton Hound - Councillors confirmed there were no
changes to the draft copy for April and this was approved.

1209. Highways and Footpath updates:

a) To provide feedback on the installation of SID on Merriott Road - Clir Barber confirmed
the new location, with Councillors being happy that this was working well. It was agreed that
this could become a permanent installation.

1210. Planning, Conservation and village matters

a) To provide an update on the Conservation Appraisal process - Clirs Reynolds,
Lanham and Way are working with the Consultant on improving the draft report. Clir Way
proposed that once the report is ready to be shared with the village, it will be made available
on the website as well as making printed copies available for “borrowing” in central locations,
such as the shop, pub and with various street groups. It is proposed that a questionnaire be
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sent to every elector as a channel for feedback, which the Clerk will coordinate, in addition to
the option to provide feedback at a public meeting. Clir Lanham noted that discussions
around the post box and the school railings reinforced the importance of this process to
protect village assets.

b) To discuss the changes made to the heritage post box in High Street - The Clerk
reported that no further feedback had been received to previous complaints lodged. There
were no further suggestions of actions to be taken at this time.

c) To note the cancellation of the planned AED defibrillator training - The Clerk reported
that the planned training at Misterton Village Hall had been cancelled due to low responses.

1211. Finance and Procedure
a) Review of the Receipts and Payments and verify bank reconciliations - The Clerk
noted that the payments were slightly over budget but in line with projections made earlier in
the year.
b) Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to
payment - Councillors approved the following payments and it was agreed that the relevant
cheques would be signed outside of the meeting as both signatories were missing from the
meeting:

PCC of Hinton St George & Dinnington - £1,000.00

St Georges Hall - £90.00

HMRC - £ 85.40

SSE - £14.08

Somerset Council (membership) - £209.66

Somerset Council (training) - £45.00

Home & Garden Services - £391.00

Yarcombe Woodland Products - £18.23

Clerk’s Salary - £342.50

Clerk’s Reimbursement - £258.22

Grant: Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance - £100.00

Grant: Citizens Advice Somerset - £100.00

Parish Online - £300.00
c) To review end of year bank reconciliation and reserves - The Clerk noted overspends
in the costs of the Lengthsman and Maintenance, the PCC grass cutting and Pelota Wall
repairs, noting that additional funding had been received for Pelota Wall. The total budget
was slightly overspent and no additional funds were proposed for reserves. The Clerk
confirmed that annual bank accounts were reconciled.
d) To review 2024/2025 Internal Audit results and plan for 2025/26 audit (internal and
external) - It was noted that no recommendations had been made in the 2024/25 audit. The
Clerk outlined the process for the 2025/26 audit, confirming that the internal audit would
commence following this meeting, with the outcome of this audit to be presented to the next
Parish Council meeting for review. The Clerk confirmed that PKF Littlejohn had been
appointed to conduct the external audit and the cost would be £210 plus VAT (as negotiated
by Somerset Council). The proposed dates for the Public Rights to View are 3 June to 14
July 2026, however this may need to be adjusted based on any delays experienced.
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e) To receive updates on bank signatories and address change - An application for Clir
Barber as signatory was resubmitted together with an application for the Clerk to liaise with
the bank and receive statements has been submitted.

f) To review and approve the Insurance proposal for 2026-27 - The insurance proposal
has still not been received. The Clerk will request a quotation from an additional provider so
that a decision can be made at the next meeting.

g) To approve the draft IT Policy - Councillors approved the IT Policy.

1212. To receive Parish Councillors reports:

Clir Way - noted the dog waste bin in Springfield Lane still needs repairing by the Council,
and noted missing slats on two footbridges, which the Lengthsman is in the process of
repairing.

Clir Herbert - noted feedback from a member of the public that the agenda was not put up
timeously on the website. The Clerk apologised for this, noting our current reliance on a
partner to post notices on the website, which will change with the new website.

Clir Barber - noted that kerbstones on the juncture of South Street and Gas Lane had been
replaced, and noted that potholes outside the school which had been reported last year are
still unresolved. The Clerk will follow up on this.

Clir Lanham - nothing to report.

1213. To note correspondence received — None.

1214. Iltems for next Agenda — Review of Policy Updates; Review of Insurance quote.
1215. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 7.15
pm in St George’s Hall, Hinton St George - to start after the Annual Meeting of the Parish
Council.

The meeting ended at 8:30 p.m.
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