Hinton St George Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 15th May 2023,
At St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George

Present: Clirs R. Lewin (RL), P. Reynolds (PR), F. Voss (FV), M. Herbert (MH), A. Barber (AB)
and S. Ashton (SA) and County Clirs: A Dance and J. Roundell Greene for part of the
meeting.

Parish Path Liaison Officer and J. Chant (Parish Clerk)

Members of the Public: Ten

740. Election of Chair and Vice Chair

The Clerk asked for nominations for the Chair and Vice Chair for 2023-24

Clir P Reynolds proposed Clir R Lewin, seconded by Clir M Herbert — all agreed Clir R Lewin
was elected as Chair of Hinton St. George Parish Council.

Clir R Lewin proposed Clir P Reynolds as Vice Chair, seconded by Clir F Voss — all agreed Clir P
Reynolds was elected as Vice Chair of Hinton St George Parish Council.

Councillors signed their acceptance of office.

741. Annual Declarations for Business Register: Completed declarations were handed to
the Clerk.

742. Apologies for Absence: Clir P Lanham

743. Declarations of Interest: Cllr A Barber declared an interest in planning application
23/01016/DOC1 - Stoneleigh, High Street, Hinton St. George

744. Open Forum. The Chair welcomed members of the public.

Two members of Hinton Bellringers spoke to Councillors about the project to restore the
Church Bells and left flyers explaining the issues and the deterioration over the last 10 years.
They confirmed they had the support of the Church committee who have allocated some
funds, and they have held a few events which have been well attended. The sum needed is
around £60,000 and they are speaking to major companies who do this type of work. They
confirmed there are grants available and they will need to raise around £6,000, of which
they already have £2,000. They will be approaching the Reading Room. The Chair offered the
support of the Parish Council, but stressed they would need to take advice on the matter, so
the Clerk will make enquiries, and it will be an Agenda item for the June meeting.

A member of the public wished to express her concerns about an ongoing planning
application and raised several points for consideration by the Parish Council. She felt the
revised plans did not address the original objections of the Conservation Officer, the issue of
overlooking her property, the change of use from agricultural building, current buildings
within the curtilage and did not reflect the aims of the Village Plan. There was a discussion
on the application and the changes to planning processes following the change to a Unitary
Authority and the Chair requested that the Clerk write to the Planning Officer and
Conservation Officer, for clarity on the application.

A member of the public asked if the Parish Council intended to comment now, and the Chair
felt that there should be some clarity from the planners and what the next steps are for this
application.

Another member of the public raised concerns that several potholes have not been repaired
and the Clerk was asked to write to Highways again.

An organiser of the Coronation Street Party received the grant from the Parish Council, and
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they thanked her, and the fundraisers, for their work on the event.

745. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17t April 2023
were approved as a true and proper record and were signed by the Chair of the Parish
Council.

746. Matters Arising:

a) Teakettle Lane flooding- there was no further update, and Councillors requested the
Clerk contact Somerset Council to ensure the retention funds were still being held, and
suggested the Clerk write to the residents again.

b) Village Lighting- Cllr P Lanham was unable to attend so this was deferred to the June
meeting. The Chair raised the letter from the lengthsman regarding refurbishment of
the heritage street lights and it was agreed Clirs Voss and Herbert would identify the
ones most in need of work. The refurbishment will be discussed at the June meeting.

c) Passing places and potholes - The Clerk had reported numerous potholes and would
chase the ones which had not been repaired. Highways had replied that some of the
passing places were “informal” so not their responsibility, and the Clerk has requested
clarity on the formal passing places.

747. Somerset Councillor Report: The monthly report had been sent to all Councillors and
Clir S Ashton informed council that the first Local Community Network meeting would be
15t June 2023 at Donyatt Village Hall. County Councillor A Dance informed council that
there would be no discretionary grants for the year, due to budget restraints, but there are
plans to look at funds for the Local Community Networks and the Council are happy to write
letters of endorsement to support grant applications to other organisations. He also
discussed the level of underfunding for public health and said they were the only County
Council working with the NHS in a merger. It was agreed the Clerk would write to the County
Councillors with regard to the retention money for the drainage repairs.

748.Finance

a. Review of annual accounts and Internal Auditor review. Agree the governance
declaration and approval for annual return submission to PKF Littlejohn (External
Auditors) — Councillors noted the paperwork and approved the returns.

i) The Chair signed the Bank Reconciliation for 2022-23

ii) Councillors noted the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2022-23

iii) Council approved Section 1.the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/23 which the
Chair and the Clerk signed

iv) The Clerk signed Section 2 the Accounting Statements for 2022/23 which was then
approved by Council and signed by the Chair.

Councillors also noted the dates of the period for exercise of public rights and the
explanation of variances.

b. Review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank balances
-Councillors noted receipt of the precept and VAT reclaim and the payment list.

c. Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment.

i) Richard Keylock Accountancy £ 75.60

ii) PCC of Hinton St. George and Dinnington £ 900.00
iii) Gallagher Insurer £992.95
iv) Hinton St George Fundraisers £ 395.92
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v) Information Commissioner £ 40.00

vi) Clerks Salary and Expenses f 408.85
vii) Home and Garden Services £1030.91
viii) A J Kirkpatrick f 84.00
All approved.

d. To review the Asset Register for 2023-24- Councillors reviewed the Asset register and
approved the nomination to renew the allotments as assets of community value.
749. Footpaths — The Parish Path Liaison highlight the problem with flooding at the bottom
corner of the field at Jubilee Steps and suggested the local landowner might place some
hardcore in the area. The Vice Chair felt the cattle had worsen the issues with the drainage
and it was agreed the Parish Path Liaison would speak to the landowner as this is an
important junction and needs to be clear. He also reported that an area which had been
cleared of brambles between Summer Lane and Lopen was now impassable and needs a
boardwalk. It was agreed he would discuss the issue with the lengthsman and make
enquires at Rights of Way with regard to paying for the cost of the works. This will be an
Agenda item for June.
The Chair confirmed he would write to Rights of Way concerning new gates on his land.
750. Planning applications to review:
23/00335/HOU- Hoopers Holdings,45 High Street, Hinton St. George — Internal
alterations, the erection of a single storey extension to link the main house to the existing
workshop building, including renovation and conversion of the workshop into domestic
accommodation. - Councillors noted the concerns of residents and requested the Clerk
write to both the planning officer and the Conservation Officer

23/00336/LBC — Hoopers Holdings,45 High Street, Hinton St. George — Internal alterations,
the erection of a single storey extension to link the main house to the existing workshop
building, including renovation and conversion of the workshop into domestic
accommodation. — as above

23/01016/DOC1 - Stoneleigh, High Street, Hinton St. George — Discharge of condition 3
(stonework) of planning application 22/01404/HOU- no comment

23/00952/TCA - 2 Merriott Road, Hinton St. George — notification of intent to fell No.1 tree
a Conservation Area — no comment.
Decisions to note:
22/03475/FUL — Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George — proposal seeks to erect a
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 1)- approved.

22/03476/FUL — Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George — proposal seeks to erect a
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 2)- approved.

22/03477/FUL — Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George — proposal seeks to erect a
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 3) - approved.

22/03478/FUL — Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George — proposal seeks to erect a
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 4) — approved.

23/00829/TCA - 49 South Street, Hinton St. George — notification of intent to carry out tree
surgery works to No.01 tree within a Conservation Area — decided.
Noted
751. Defibrillators update. Clir Barber confirmed that the metal stand had been made and
was due to be painted, and the lengthsman will erect the two defibrillator signs. The
defibrillator in the phone box is awaiting electrical test and there is no news on the school
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defibrillator. The Clerk is still trying to find an energy supplier and to get the MPAN corrected
for the defibrillator on Green Street.

752. Parish Councillors reports

FV — just the works listed by the lengthsman for the drains and the pavement at New Road
AB — the streetlight opposite the Village Hall has lots of tree growth which needs clearing-
Lengthsman to be contacted.

MH — very happy with the street party and the way it was organised.

RL—none

SA- none

PR — just the land drainage on the footpaths and fly tipping along Summer Lane and Lopen
Road which will be reported.

753. Council Policies:

a) Annual Review - Councillors approved the policies and procedures for 2023-24 and the
Chair signed the core documents schedule

b) Review and Adopt the Standing Orders for 2023-23 — the Clerk had corrected any entries
referring to the District Council with the new Somerset Council — approved

c) Discussion and agreement of the HSTGPC Action Plan 2023-24 — it was agreed the Clerk
will send the current plan to all Councillors and the item be deferred to the June Meeting
754: Correspondence: The letters from the lengthsman and the Hinton Bellringers had been
discussed and all other correspondence was noted.

755. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 19th June 2023 in St.
Georges Hall.

Meeting closed 8.40 p.m.
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