
Hinton St George Parish Council


Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 17th April 2023, 

At St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George 


Present: Cllrs R. Lewin (RL), F. Voss (FV), P. Lanham (PL), M. Herbert (MH), A. Barber (AB) 
and S. Ashton (SA).

 Parish Path Liaison Officer and J. Chant (Parish Clerk)

Members of the Public:  Three

724. Open Forum. The Chair welcomed members of the public. 

A gentleman raised concerns about the mud and debris in the “passing bays” along the 
approach road to the village and wet leaves on the pavements and asked if the issues could 
be dealt with earlier in the Winter Season as the pavements were dangerous. The Chair 
explained that Highways did not give notice of when they would be in the village and 
enquired which part of South Street was an issue. The gentleman said it was as residents 
leave Our Shop and turn into South Street, as the pavement slopes, has tree roots and wet 
leaves. Cllr Voss said he felt the recent work regarding tree roots, was not going to last long 
and the road sweeper often cannot clear the kerbs as there are parked cars. 

The Chair asked the Clerk to write to Highways to request the “passing bays” are cleared. 

The gentleman also expressed dissatisfaction that the road work notices on the Parish 
Council Noticeboard do not have clear maps showing which roads are closed, or have works, 
and do not show the route to nearest towns. 

The Chair asked the Clerk to look at ways of improving the presentation of the information.

The gentleman also asked why the precept request was lower this year and was there 
sufficient budget for the year, and the Chair confirmed the request from the Parish Council 
was the same as last year, but the calculations for Council Tax had altered, so it represented 
a reduction in Council Tax bills. The Chair was confident that the Parish Council had sufficient 
funds for current plans and confirmed there would be discussions on possible increases for 
the next year.

A member of the public informed Council that the old fencing at St. George’s Hall was being 
replaced with metal fencing, as the wooden fence was no longer adequate. There was 
discussion on the chosen supplier and the funding agreed by the Reading Room Trust and if 
the Parish Council could be involved in the purchase and reclaim the VAT, as per Agenda 
item 10 f). Councillors congratulated the committee on their choice and after further 
discussion regarding the rules around reclaiming VAT, the Chair indicated that on this 
occasion the Parish Council would not be able to help with any reclaim. 

The Chair asked the Parish Path Liaison Officer for clarity on the stile to be replaced with a 
gate near the boardwalk and after some discussion on new drainage in that area the Chair 
confirmed he would respond to Somerset Council to agree the change. 

The meeting started at 7.45 p.m.

725. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr P Reynolds (unwell) Cllr A Dance and Cllr J Roundell Greene 
(clash of meetings)

726. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr P Lanham on item 8 planning application 23/00829/TCA 
as he was the applicant.

727. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th March2023 
were approved as a true and proper record and were signed by the Chair of the Parish 
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Council.

728. County Councillors Report:

Cllr A Dance and Cllr J Roundell Greene were unable to attend and had sent their monthly 
report prior to the meeting. The Chair questioned an update on planning in the report and 
Cllr S Ashton explained the new planning committees, their membership, the applications 
they are likely to consider and the areas they will cover.

Cllr S Aston also gave an update on the proposal to close acute stroke unit at YDH, which is 
currently out for public consultation, which will close soon. He expressed concern that any 
closure of services at YDH would have an adverse effect on the local community and 
discussed a proposal for a stroke dedicated ambulance, complete with a scanner, which 
could undertake the necessary tests and treat patients on the spot. Councillors expressed 
concern at any reduction to stroke services.

729. Matters Arising: 


a) Teakettle Lane flooding- Following the meeting with the contractors, Highways 
requested recent photographs of the flooding, which the Clerk had sent to them, and 
an officer had visited the site. There was no further update. 


The Chair asked for an update on the street lighting and Cllr P Lanham confirmed that he 
was in discussion with the manufacturers of the lamps and smaller LED units, which were 
compliant, could be fitted to the lanterns but he was awaiting further information. The Chair 
requested that Lighting be a matter arising for the May meeting.

730. Highways and footpaths updates including Parish Paths Liaison report.

a) The PPLO reported that there was some residual water at the bottom of Jubilee steps, but 
the drainage had improved and there was no flow of water, so that was all that could be 
done. He said the issue with the Bridleway was difficult as there was no natural drainage 
ditch, so any changes would simply make the water flow into another field.

b) Following correspondence from a member of the public the Clerk had reported potholes 
in West Street and Gas Lane. One has been marked for work within the next 28 days and the 
on Gas Lane has been filled. Cllr Voss reported that there were other potholes along Gas 
Lane. The Clerk will submit photographs of the various potholes and report back under 
matter arising at the next meeting. 


731. Planning applications to review:

23/00829/TCA – 49 South Street, Hinton St. George – notification of intent to carry out tree 
surgery works to No.01 tree within a Conservation Area – noted.


Decisions to note: 

23/00505/HOU – 2 Windyridge, Lopen Road, Hinton St. George – the demolition of existing 
utility and the erection of a read extension with room in roof together with associated 
alterations – approved.

23/00131/TCA – 29 Green Street, Hinton St. George -Notification of intention to Fell No. 1 
Tree within a Conservation Area- decided. 

23/00360/PAMB – Westlake’s Farm, Merriott Road, Hinton St George – Prior approval 
notification for the change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house – approved.

22/02195/FUL - Land Os 6952 Merriott Road Hinton St George -Erection of an agricultural 
storage building – approved.

22/03231/HOU – Friarney Cottage, High Street, Hinton St. George – the erection of two 
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storey and single storey rear extensions and changes to the fenestration of the dwelling, 
including the creation of new front windows and doors in addition to the installation of a 
front porch and one roof light on the south facing roof slope. Also, the erection of a 
detached two storey annex plus landscaping works in the read garden and excavations for 
the creation of a basement below the new extension – withdrawn. 


Councillors noted the decisions and discussed the response from the Conservation Officer 
with regard to Friarney Cottage. 


732. Planning Matters:

a) to note the response from planning re: concerns over a recent decision.

Councillors discussed the reply and expressed concern that the issue of firepits had not been 
addressed, which they felt was unacceptable given the close proximity to several thatched 
properties, included 2 listed buildings. They felt insufficient attention had been given to the 
listed buildings and the petition and it was agreed the Clerk draft a response.

b) to note response from the Tree Officer re: replacement hedge 

Councillors noted the reply.

c) to discuss information on Conservation Area, Listed Buildings and Article 4 Directions

Councillors noted the information on local Article 4 Directions and Conservations Areas and 
agreed the Clerk undertake more work in this area ready for discussion at the next meeting.


733.Finance 

a) Review the current receipts and payments schedule and verify the bank balances. 


Councillors noted payments and will verify the bank balances once the statements have 
been received.


b) Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment

I. Clerks Salary                                                                               £ 369.24

II. Clerk’s expenses re: defibrillators and office supplies        £ 201.09

III. Lengthsman                                                                                £ 378.00


c) to note VAT reclaim for 2021/22 had been sent – noted  

d) to end of year balance and budget outcome. Councillors noted the budget outcome and 
await the end of year balance as Bank Statements are not yet available. The Clerk confirmed 
the total expenditure was below £ 25,000 so the Council could apply for exemption from a 
full audit. Councillors agreed to continue with a full audit if possible.

e) To approve/adopt: Financial Regulations 2023, Grant Awarding Policy 2023, Information 
Audit and Statement of Internal Control 2023 – noted and signed as required.

f) To consider correspondence from St. Georges Hall committee re fencing. – Councillors 
had discussed the proposal but felt they could not assist with any reclaiming of VAT.


734. Defibrillators update.

Cllr A Barber confirmed that the “rescue ready packs” had been added to the two new 
defibrillator cabinets, so they were up to the same standard as the original one. He also 
reported he had requested an electrical test for the defibrillator in the phone box. He 
confirmed discussions were ongoing for the power supply to the defibrillator for Green 
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Street. There was discussion on the siting of the defibrillator at St. Georges Hall, as it was at 
the rear of the building, and Councillors felt this was accessible from the field and the car 
park. A sign will be placed on St. Georges Hall and the Almhouses to make it clear a 
defibrillator is located at each building. 

735. to agree copy for the Hinton Hound.

Councillors agreed the draft copy for the Hinton Hound and the information for the website 
and notice board


736. Parish Councillors reports

FV – potholes at Gas Lane

AB – none

PL– none

MH – attending the meeting of the street party working group on the 19th April 2023

RL – none 

SA- a local village hall which had a grant for solar panels a few years ago has reported a 
sizeable profit from selling the electricity back to the National Grid.

737. Correspondence update: 

Councillors noted the correspondence received. 

738. Public Forum – There was discussion on lights for the front of St. George’s Hall, the 
position of the defibrillator and CPR Training for the Summer months.

739. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 15th May 2023, 
immediately after the Parish Meeting in St. Georges Hall. 


Meeting closed 9.00 p.m.


Signed……………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………………..
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