
Hinton St George Parish Council


Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 20th February 2023, 

At St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George 


Present: Cllrs R. Lewin (RL), F. Voss (FV), P Reynolds (PR), P. Lanham (PL), M. Herbert (MH), 
A. Barber (AB) and S. Ashton (SA).

J. Chant (Parish Clerk)


Members of the Public:  Sixteen

690. Open Forum.   The Chair welcomed members of the public.

A member of the Coronation Celebration Working Party gave Councillors an update on the 
street party which will be held on Saturday 6th May 2023, but the timings have to be agreed. 
She was pleased to say that the road closure restrictions have been relaxed for the 
Coronation which will reduce costs, although they will need to hire some road closure and 
diversion signs.  She gave Councillors updated costings and the Chair assured her that the 
Parish Council are very supportive of the event.  

Another member of the public asked how she could apply for sponsorship for a village fete 
on 17th June 2023, and the Chair suggested she write to the Clerk.

Several members of the public wished to speak on an active planning application on Friarney 
Cottage. 

One had commissioned a report from a specialist heritage planning consultant, which had 
not been uploaded to the SSDC planning portal ahead of the meeting. It included scale 
drawings, especially in relation to the proposed 2 storey building in the garden and details of 
the test required to prove curtilage listing. He said the applicants were required to submit a 
heritage statement and once this had been received, members of the public may wish to 
comment again. 

The Clerk will write to SSDC to clarify the cut-off date for comments and request an 
extension for any public comments. 

There were comments on the significance to the village of the Priory and if permitted 
development on planning applications should be allowed within the Conservation Area. 
Other concerns around the position and size of the annexe were raised along with 
disappointment that the old Beech Hedge had recently been ripped out.

Another member of the public said she felt the village was historic and needed to be 
preserved for its character.

Another gentleman spoke of his objections to the proposals and expressed disappointment 
that the applicants had not spoken with neighbours or attended the meeting. 

He felt the proposed alterations to the property were out of character and would spoil the 
village for ever.

One gentleman expressed he had no trust in decisions on the curtilage being made quickly 
and suggested the Parish Council apply to have the building listed.

The Chair read out a letter from a member of the public who was unable to attend but who 
wished to make his objections clear. The letter also asked that the Parish Council endorsed 
the view that the property should be listed and that the Parish Council insist that SSDC issue 
an Article 4 Direction for the Conservation Area.

A lady raised her concerns that people need an extension to deadline for comments and 

Hinton St. George Parish Council                                                             February 2023



that the proposed building in the garden might damage tree roots. She also felt the space 
between buildings was an important feature as they add to the impact of the view of the 
High Street and the submitted documents did not show the Priory in its true setting.

The Chair thanked members of the public for attending and the meeting opened at 7.55 p.m.  

691. Apologies for Absence: District Cllr P. Maxwell, County Cllrs J. Roundell- Greene and A. 
Dance 

692. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. R Lewin recused himself from voting on planning 
application 22/03231/HOU as he had recently accepted hospitality from the applicants.

 He also declared an interest in planning applications 22/03475/FUL to 22/03478/FUL 
(inclusive) as he is a neighbour.

Cllr. F Voss declared an interest in planning application 23/00360/PAMB as he is a         
neighbour.

693. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th January 
2023 were approved as a true and proper record and were signed by the Chair of the Parish 
Council.

With the consent of Councillors one planning application was moved up the agenda.

694. 22/03231/HOU – Friarney Cottage, High Street, Hinton St. George -The erection of two 
storey and single storey rear extensions and changes to the fenestration of the dwelling, 
including the creation of new front windows and doors in addition to the installation of a 
front porch and one rooflight on south facing roof slope. Also, the erection of a detached 
two storey annex plus landscaping works in rear garden and excavations for the creation of a 
basement below the new extension.

Cllr Ashton highlighted the proposal would require additional parking spaces, and there may 
be tandem parking which could lead people to reverse onto the road, which would be 
frowned upon. He also expressed concern for loss of privacy for the neighbours and the 
impact on the setting of the National Monument at the end of the High Street. He also 
assured members of the public that they should be allowed to comment until the planning 
officer makes his decision. 

The Chair requested Councillors vote on the above application.

Support – none    Object– six.  Unanimous decision to object. The Chair did not vote.

It was agreed that Councillors produce a detailed set of their reasons for objection which the 
Clerk would send to SSDC and place on the village notice board.

Most members of the public left the meeting.

695.a) County Councillors Report 

Cllr A Dance and Cllr J Roundell Greener were unable to attend and their monthly report had 
been sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting.

b) District Councillor Reports. The District Councillor sent his apologies.

696. Matters Arising: 


a) Teakettle Lane flooding- Councillors had been informed the meeting between 
Highways and the developer has been moved to March.


b) A30 Junction – Councillors suggested the Clerk write to the Police Safety Officer 
annually with regard to cutting the hedge.


c) Update on Coronation Street Party: - this had been covered in public forum

d) Signage on West Street- the Clerk will liaise with the owners of the wall
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697.Finance 

a) Review the current receipts and payments schedule and verify the bank balances. 


Councillors noted payments and the grant for £ 2,000.00 from the League of Friends at 
Crewkerne Hospital.


b) Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment

          i. SALC – finance training              £ 30.00

          ii. Parish Magazine Printing         £ 117.50

         iii. Clerk salary & exps.                   £ 389.38  

         iv.  Lengthsman                               £ 337.00


c) to consider charges for unmetered electricity supply to defibrillator.

Councillors discussed the contestable and non-contestable charges and agreed to proceed to 
find an electrician to undertake contestable works and to find an energy supplier.

698. Highways and footpaths updates including Parish Paths Liaison report.

a) Parish Path Liaison Report: The Liaison sent his apologies and Councillor received his 
report prior to the meeting. The Vice Chair raised the issue of a quagmire due to a spring 
close to the kissing gate and Councillors discussed drainage issues close to footpaths.

b) Report on Trees at Summer Hill: Following a site visit a 28-day priority notice to carry out 
works to some trees had been issued by Highways. The Chair suggested the Clerk continue 
to raise concerns as they arise.

Highways had no concerns about the trees on Lopen Road which had also been reported.

699. Defibrillators update.

Cllr A. Barber had written to the local MP for an update on the school scheme. He was also 
correcting the defibrillator listings on the National Database as the location of the phone box 
was incorrect. A quote is required for the stand at Hinton Close. The Clerk will organise CPR 
training at St. Georges Hall and share a link to online training sessions. Two of the new 
defibrillators have been installed and registered. Councillors thanked Cllr A.Barber and the 
Clerk for their work on this project.

700. Planning applications to review:

23/00023/LBC – The Old Rectory, Church Street, Hinton St. George - Demolition of existing 
garage. Construction of single storey double garage and including parking area; single storey 
extension to ancillary structures to create new workshop and new greenhouse.

Councillors had undertaken a second site visit and had no objections to the application.

23/00022/HOU - The Old Rectory, Church Street, Hinton St. George - Demolition of existing 
garage. Construction of single storey double garage and including parking area; single storey 
extension to ancillary structures to create new workshop and new greenhouse.

Councillors’ comments were as above – no objection

23/00131/TCA – 29 Green Street, Hinton St. George -Notification of intention to Fell No. 1 
Tree within a Conservation Area – no comment

22/02195/FUL - Land Os 6952 Merriott Road Hinton St George -Erection of an agricultural 
storage building – amended plans.

Councillors noted the reduced height of the mid-section and new tree planting and had no 
objections.

22/03475/FUL – Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George – proposal seeks to erect a 
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 1)


Hinton St. George Parish Council                                                             February 2023



22/03476/FUL – Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George – proposal seeks to erect a 
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 2)

22/03477/FUL – Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George – proposal seeks to erect a 
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 3)

22/03478/FUL – Oaklands Farm, Liddon Hill, Hinton St. George – proposal seeks to erect a 
cover over the existing silage pit (Cover 4)

Councillors considered all four applications at the same time and noted the work was on 

environmental grounds – no objection to all 4 applications.

23/00360/PAMB – Westlake’s Farm, Merriott Road, Hinton St George – Prior approval 
notification for the change of use of agricultural building to dwelling house.

Councillors noted the lack of amenity space for a family and the lack of sufficient parking 
spaces – the Clerk will highlight these points when replying to SSDC.

Decisions to note: 

22/03586 TCA - 1 Old Farm Place Hinton St George - notification of intention to carry out 
tree surgery works to 1 tree in a Conservation area – decided.

22/03502/AGN -Land Os 5561 Lopen Road Hinton St George - notification of intent to erect 
agricultural storage building- decided.

 22/03198/HOU – The Old Rectory, Church Street, Hinton St. George -the creation of a 

 wildlife pond with associated engineering works within the curtilage of the garden – 

 approved 

 22/02404/HOU – The Coach House, Merriott Road, Hinton St. George – blocking up of 

existing doorway, change of ground floor window style to North and East elevations. Change 

 of first floor roof design with an additional window. New build double garage and porch –  

 approved 

Decisions noted. 

Councillors requested the Clerk add application for Article 4 Direction and listing of 
buildings to next Agenda. 

701.To consider street lighting and seeking advice from a lighting engineer

Cllr P. Lanham had met with the Clerk to discuss the lighting project which had been 
undertaken in 1998 and extended in 2004 it was agreed an engineer be contacted for advice.

702. To discuss Local Community Networks, including Councillor representation.

Councillors receive updates from the Clerks briefings and it was agreed the Vice Chair, Cllr P 
Reynolds be the Parish Council representative.

703. To consider response to Somerset County Community Involvement in Planning 
consultation.

Councillors had received the details of the proposals and agreed their response, which the 
Clerk will submit.

704. Matters to report

PL – a pothole on Merriott Road

AB – none

PR – none

FV – the SID on South Street does not flash – the Chair said it was set to thank people 
travelling below the speed limit. The Clerk will upload some data to the village website.

MH – none

RL – none 

SA- The County Council has agreed one committee will cover South Somerset planning 
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application (not 4 as now).  A proposal to limit speaking at these committee meetings to a 
total of 3 minutes in support and 3 minutes to object has been reviewed, partly due to a 
challenge from CPRE, and it will now be 5 people with 3 minutes each.

705. To confirm the date for Annual Parish Meeting.

It was agreed the dates for the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual meeting of the Parish 
Council will be 15th May 2023. With the Annual Parish meeting starting at 7.00 p.m 

706. Correspondence update: 

Councillors noted the correspondence received. 

707. Public Forum

A member of public asked what consideration is given to an area close to a planning 
application before the work starts and while it is going on, as recent works close to the 
Almhouses had been more than expected, with some works impacting on the road and path.

Councillors said on larger applications the developers have to provide a construction plan, 
but the Parish Council has little involvement in that, although they have commented on 
some applications highlighting potential issues. The suggested writing to the planning 
authority or the person doing the work.

708. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 20th March 2023, at 7.15 
p.m. in St. Georges Hall. 


Meeting closed 8.55 p.m.


Signed……………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………………..
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