
Hinton St George Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th June 2025,  
at St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George.  

Present: Cllrs R. Lewin (RL), P. Reynolds (PR), S. Ashton (SA), A.Barber (AB) and M. Herbert 
(MH)  
Somerset Councillor J Roundell-Greene the Parish Path Liaison Officer and the Clerk were in 
attendance. 
Members of the Public:  4 
1091. Open Forum: A member of the public asked where the information on the 
Conservation Area Appraisal could be found and the Clerk explained it was on the village 
website, under MORE then DOCUMENTS where there were several files with information on 
the village. The link to the section is https://hintonstgeorge.org.uk/documents/ 
A member of the public enquired about a second questionnaire being available as part of 
the appraisal as she felt the first one had been arbitrary with no space for comments. 
The Chair reassured the public that no decisions on the appraisal would be taken until the 
draft had been produced and consulted on.  
 Somerset Councillor J Roundell- Greene explained the process with regard to Somerset 
Council Planning and the impact of an agreed appraisal on the planning process. There was 
further discussion on the questionnaire and the two meetings, and the Chair suggested 
anyone with concerns send them in writing, but he stressed the first draft will give more 
information and people will have further opportunities to comment. There was discussion 
on the Local Plan, changes to planning policies by the Government and the possible impact 
of the Conservation Area Appraisal once it has been agreed.  
A resident of Teakettle Lane asked Councillors if they might erect “private road” signs in the 
same style as the street name signs on the existing structures as there is an issue with some 
vehicles turning in this area. Councillors were supportive of the request and the Clerk will 
liaise on the signage. 
1092. Apologies for Absence: Cllr. F.Voss ( personal) and Cllr. P. Lanham ( work)  
1093. Declarations of Interest:  none 
1094. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 19th May 2025 
were approved and signed by the Chair of the Parish Council. 
1095. Somerset Councillor Report:  Somerset Councillor J Roundell- Greene was delighted to 
say Somerset Council had recently won an award for their adult services and they are 
working hard on the transformation, trying to save more money and hopefully this was the 
final part of the process. Councillors then discussed the boundary review and the possible 
impact of fewer Somerset Councillors. Cllr Reynolds asked when Clerks would receive a 
detailed staff list with contact details as it was difficult to work efficiently without knowing 
who to contact. Cllr Roundell- Greene said she was also awaiting the list and if there was an 
urgent matter please email her for information. The Clerk mentioned the light pollution and 
said she would forward emails to Cllr Roundell - Greene 
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Councillors thanked her for attending and explaining the planning process. 
1096. Clerks Updates: 
a) Flooding on Merriott Road -  The Clerk reported the FOI request was now very overdue, 
so she would chase again for a response. It was suggested the management company at 
Teakettle Lane might wish to make enquiries and the Clerk will forward photos. 
b) Light Pollution: The Clerk had received a response from enforcement at Somerset 
Council, but the only suggested action was that people comment on the current application 
24/00097/FUL which includes the floodlights.  
c) Highways Update: A 30: The Clerk reported there was no update from the Small 
Improvement Scheme officer and the planning application for farm shop and walking trails 
at Roundham had not yet been agreed.  
3 dead trees on the roadside had been reported to Highways, but they have not yet been 
removed. 
Following a walk around the village with the lengthsman the road sweeper has been 
requested again for New Road, High Street and South Street as the first request has not 
been actioned. Grit and debris along Stockbridge Road has also been reported as have the 
faded road markings at the Merriott Road junction with Eggwood. The sunken section of 
road on West Street is still outstanding but some potholes have been filled.  
The increasing amount of dog mess in and around the village was becoming an issue on 
footpaths, grass verges and the pavements and cutting the verges was now hazardous for 
the lengthsman. After some discussion Councillors requested the Clerk to contact the dog 
warden and write an article for the Hinton Hound and the noticeboard making it clear there 
is a problem and verge cutting may stop if the issue does not improve. 
A member of the public suggested notices for the air b’n’b properties and the pub might be 
a good idea as they could highlight to visitors where the dog bins are located. The Chair 
thanked her for the suggestion and agreed it might helpful. 

1097. Highways and Footpath updates: 
a) Parish Path Liaison report – the Parish Path Liaison Officer reported a few paths are now 
becoming overgrown, but he has trimmed some back. He enquired if the draft letter with 
regard to landowners and ditch clearance was in order and the Chair agreed to review the 
document prior to sending it. Cllr Voss will check names and addresses once the letter is 
agreed. 
b) Update on Jubilee Lane – an estimate for reduced work has been received so the Clerk 
and Cllr Voss will proceed as planned. It was also noted that the hedge along New Road was 
already overhanging the pavement. 
c) Lopen Road – the Clerk at Lopen Parish Council has invited the Clerk to a meeting with 
FWAG and some drains in Lopen have been cleared. Clearance of the drains along the road 
which sit within Hinton has been ordered, but Highways feel this may require a road closure. 
Councillors expressed their frustration that the issue with spring water running down the 
road was still ongoing, and requested the Clerk to chase Highways again. 
d) Chapter 8 training – the Clerk informed Councillors that Somerset Council have now 
decided not to offer reduced Chapter 8 and they have relaxed some of the restriction around 
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SIDs. Cllr Barber has discussed vehicle signage and hi visibility clothing with the lengthsman 
and Cllr Ashton suggested some road signage and an online course which may be useful. The 
Chair asked the Clerk to write to Highways for clear guidance on what they consider is 
necessary so this matter can be progressed. 
1098. Planning applications under review: 
25/01127/HOU – St. Georges House, Merriott Road, Hinton St George – replacement 
windows /doors, new roof lights, addition of western single storey extension and infill of 
undercroft and erection  of new car part -  Following their site visit, Councillors discussed the 
plans and felt the works were an improvement to the property and so recommended the 
application should be approved.   All agreed to support the application. 
Planning decisions to note: 
25/00924/TPO – Sawmill Cottage, Gas Lane, Hinton St George – application to thin the 
crown by 15% and raise the secondary growth by 1m to No. 1 tree as shown by the 
Somerset County Council (HIGE1) 1973 Tree Protection Order – permitted with conditions 
25/00589/LBC – 5 Wyatt Court, New Road, Hinton St George – replacement of existing 
timber staircase with new timber staircase – approved 
25/00578/HOU – 3 Old Farm Place, Hinton St George -a single storey extension, rear 
extension to replace existing conservatory, a new first floor window on the west elevation – 
approved  
1099. Planning Conservation and village matters 
a) Update on Pelota Wall – the Clerk reported that the scaffold was due to be erected on 
Wednesday, and the works undertaken using ladders had gone well so far.  
b) To consider response to the Boundary Review – Cllr Ashton explained the background to 
the review and the proposed reduction in the number of Somerset Councillors. The 
proposed changes were based on equal population per Councillor, but this would mean 
some Somerset Councillors would cover a very large number of smaller Parishes and there 
would be no second Councillor to cover for holidays, illness etc. Councillors discussed the 
changes in more detail and requested the Clerk to draft a response for their consideration. 
c) To consider response with regard to planning enforcement – Councillors discussed the 
number of live cases for South Somerset and expressed concern that issues such as the light 
pollution were not being dealt with swiftly. Cllr Ashton explained the situation with 
regarding the reduction in planning staff and said that enforcement is not a statutory duty of 
Somerset Council. It was agreed the Clerk reply supporting efforts to increase planning 
enforcement. 
d) To consider gov.uk website and email – given the meeting was running late and the Clerk 
had not been able to get all the information from the current website provider it was agreed 
to defer this item to the July meeting. 

1100. Finance:  
a) Review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank reconciliations – 
Councillors noted the interest on the reserve account and the change in interest rates. 
b)  Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment –  
 Richard Keylock	 	     £  91.36	  
J Chant - Reimbursements	     £ 123.08	  
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J Chant - Clerks Salary                  £ 368.17	  
PAYE	 	                                £ 71.80	  
Home and Garden Services        £ 1206.93	  
All payments were approved. 
c)  Review of Annual Accounts  
     i) receive and review internal auditor report  - approved and signed 
    ii) receive, approve, and sign annual governance statement – approved and signed 
    iii) consider approve and sign annual accounting statement – approved and signed 
    iv) declare the Parish Council exempt from limited assurance review by PKF Littlejohn and 
sign certificate of exemption as required – Councillors agreed exemption from full audit 
d)  To receive an update on online banking and agree next steps – Councillors noted the 
change to the mandate and discussed the option of appointing an additional signatory.  
 Cllr A Barber agreed to be a signatory – all agreed. The Clerk will make necessary 
arrangements for new signatory and to proceed with online banking. 

1101. to receive Parish Councillors reports: 
MH – had an enquiry about flowers on grass verges. 
AB – school water heater has been replaced, several dead trees at the side of the A30 have 
been reported to Highways, but they have not taken any action yet. There had been an 
outage of broadband in the village which impacted on the shop. The Chair explained the 
issue with copper wires and explained the system he has installed. The Clerk is looking into 
the problem with variable signal and lack of 5G in the village. 
RL – nothing 
PR – nothing 
SA – gave some advice with regard to broadband and said he hoped the voucher scheme 
may be back in the Autumn. He also mentioned changes to planning due to Government 
review, which includes no requirement to show Biodiversity Nett Gain and Planning 
authorities who have 5% of their decisions overturned at appeal could lose the right to 
determine planning applications – the current level is 10%. 
1102. To note correspondence received – The Clerk had received correspondence with 
regard to broadband and had raised the issue at a Local Community Meeting and with a 
Somerset Councillor and will continue to look into the issue. 

1103. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 21st July  2025 at 7.15 
p.m. 

The meeting ended at 21.15 p.m.  
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