
Hinton St George Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 19th May  2025,  
at St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George.  

Present: Cllrs R. Lewin (RL), F. Voss (FV), P. Reynolds ( PR) P. Lanham (PL), S. Ashton (SA)  
( from 7.55 p.m. ) and A.Barber (AB).  
Somerset Councillor J Roundell-Greene and the Clerk were in attendance. 
Members of the Public:  1 
The meeting opened at 7.26 p.m. immediately after the Annual meeting of the Parish. 
1076.  Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
The Clerk invited nominations for Chairman – Cllr Lanham proposed Cllr Lewin and Cllr 
Reynolds seconded – all in favour.   
Cllr R Lewin was elected Chair and signed the acceptance of office as Chair. 

The Chair invited nominations for Vice Chair – Cllr Lewin proposed Cllr Reynolds and Cllr 
Lanham seconded – all in favour.   
Cllr P Reynolds signed the acceptance of office as Vice Chair.  

1077. Apologies for Absence: Cllr. M Herbert ( personal) and Cllr. S Ashton would arrive late 
due to clash of meetings, 
1078. Declarations of Interest:  none 
1079. Open Forum. 
A member of the public mentioned the prices locally for a drink and meal in a pub, and 
Councillors discussed the closure of one local village pub and that others were up for sale, 
noting that it was a very difficult balance as they are a welcome facility in their village, but 
prices can be high.   
1080. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28th April 2025 
were approved and signed by the Chair of the Parish Council. 
1081. Somerset Councillor Report:  Somerset Councillor J Roundell- Greene was hopeful the 
newsletter would be available soon and was pleased to report that Council staff have been 
assigned roles, so there are now named members of staff for positions at Somerset Council, 
but there are still some vacancies.   
The full meeting of the Somerset Council is later in the week, and they are not out of the 
woods with regard to finance yet, but adult services are now running better, although there 
are still issues with the education budget.  She was pleased to report she remains Associate 
Lead Member for Children's Services and Education Strategy.   
She noted there had been some success with the legal issues at Teakettle Lane, but she was 
concerned about the light pollution issue as the enforcement team is short staffed.  
She also mentioned the peaceful protest being held at Yeovil Hospital in response to the 
temporary closure of the maternity unit.  The Clerk will forward details of the petition to all 
Councillors. 
Councillors then discussed the ongoing issues along Lopen Road which they felt related to 
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springs to the west of the road. She said she would speak to Highways if there was no 
progress. 
Councillors thanked her for all her work. 
1082. Clerks Updates: 
a) Village website: The Clerk reported this appeared to be running efficiently again with a 
new member of staff in place, so details of the Conservation Area Appraisal will soon be 
available and additional SID Data will be uploaded. 
b) Pelota Wall:  work is due to start immediately after the Bank holiday, but the scaffold 
work will be mid-June due to high demand for scaffolding. 
c) A 30: The Clerk reported that there is now a planning application for housing in 
Roundham on an old farm site, so if agreed there will be an additional residential access 
onto the A30,  which may encourage Highways to review the speed limit. The Clerk will 
continue to press for an update on the Small Improvement Scheme and monitor planning 
applications in that area. 
1083. Parish Path Liaison report – the Parish Path Liaison Officer had sent apologies and 
noted there were no concerns on footpaths at the moment. 
1084. Finance:  
a) Review of annual accounts – the Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor had not yet 
completed his review, so the annual accounting procedures are deferred until the June 
meeting. 
b) review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank reconciliations. – 
Councillors noted the VAT reclaim and the Precept had been received. 
c) Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment –  
     SSE Energy                                                        £    19.39 
     J. Chant  - Clerks Salary                                   £  394.95 
     H M Revenue and Customs PAYE                 £    78.80 
     Information Commissioner                            £    52.00 
     Home and Gardens                                         £    852.90 
     Gallagher Insurance                                        £  1224.44     
All payments were approved. 
d)  To review and sign the Asset register for 2025-26  
Councillors noted there was no change, and the register was signed by the Chairman. 
e)  To appoint a Councillor to undertake quarterly checks of accounts  
Councillor Lanham agreed to undertake the checks. 
 1085. Planning applications to review:   
None 
b) Decisions to note:   
25/00451/LBC -End Cottage Church Street Hinton St George – to replace Chimney Pots No. 
2 Chimney Stacks  - permitted with conditions  
1086. Council Policies 
a) Annual review and adoption of Policies and Procedures for 2025 – 26  
Councillors reviewed the policies, noting updates and the inclusion of an Equality and 
Diversity Policy – all agreed and the Chairman signed the Internal Control Statement and the 
Policy Review Table. 
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b) Review and adoption of List of Standing Orders  
The alterations to remove reference to committees and to cover online banking 
requirements were noted and the Standing Orders were unanimously agreed. 
 1087. Village maintenance and Highways issues   
a) To consider joining FWAG – Councillors noted that the FWAG catchment area map 
included parts of Hinton St George Parish and Cllr Ashton gave an explanation of how the 
group works and the relationship they build with local landowners to help mediate between 
landowners, Somerset Council and Somerset Rivers Authority. He felt it would be good to 
have a voice within the group, and it had worked well with flooding issues along Cathole 
Bridge Road in Misterton. Councillors agreed the Clerk should respond to Lopen Parish 
Council confirming they would like to be included in the catchment area group. 
b) Update on Lopen Road - this had been covered in earlier in the meeting, and Councillors 
felt the source of the springs would be to the West of the road and not to the East, towards 
Eggwood, as has been suggested. The Clerk was asked to contact Highways again. 
c) To consider Chapter 8 requirement and possible training  - Cllr Ashton said he felt some 
of the discussion on changing SID batteries and other verge side works at a recent Highways 
meeting had been misleading with regard to training requirements and following further 
discussions he had signed onto an entry level course to better understand what is required 
so he could report back to local Parish Councils.  Cllr Barber had spoken to the lengthsman, 
who was happy to undertake training if it was required.  Councillors will consider this again 
in the June meeting where Cllr Ashton will give an update. The Clerk will gather prices for 
the required signage and training .  
d)  to consider responses from Highways with regard to heritage yellow lines and agree 
action – Cllr Ashton mentioned that Misterton Parish Council had recently undertaken a 
consultation with regard to yellow lines on Station Road. This had been for residents who 
might be impacted by the restriction.  Cllr Lanham felt people did not park permanently on 
some of the roads at the crossroads, and very few parked outside the bollards, so there was 
not an issue with sight lines. Cllr Voss disagreed and said he felt sight lines were an issue and 
it is dangerous.  The Chair replied that the Council should consult with the village, and 
everyone should have an opportunity to comment, either in support or opposing, and if 
there is support the Parish Council should proceed with the application to Highways and if 
there was not, they will not proceed with the application. 
There was a lengthy discussion on how many roads should be covered, if there might be 
alternative options to heritage lines, the impact on residents, the visual impact on the 
Conservation Area and if removing parked vehicles increased speed in the area.   
Some Councillors felt other options should be pursued, but others felt Highways had been 
clear in their advice and the agreed decision of consulting the village on heritage yellow lines 
should proceed.  
A Councillor asked what the position would be if the number of responses was low, and the 
Chair replied that the Council would have to abide by the decision of those who had replied.  
There was further discussion on contacting Highways for some strategic vision on the issue 
and the Chair replied that if the consultation showed the village did not support heritage 
yellow lines they could speak to Highways again.  
The Councillors present were split in their opinions, and Cllr Voss reminded them that the 
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original vote had been a majority decision to request yellow lines at the crossroads, and 
Highways had requested they consult with the village, so they should proceed with the 
consultation.   
The Chair intervened to bring the discussion to a close and said he appreciated the concerns, 
but the matter had to be sorted out once and for all, so the public consultation should be 
held, via a written letter to the entire village, in accordance with the agreed majority 
decision.  He instructed the Clerk to draft the consultation letter and to contact the lead at 
Highways. 
1088. to receive Parish Councillors reports: 
FV – nothing 
AB – a dead tree at the side of the A30 close to Mangle Hill junction has been reported to 
Highways, but they have not taken any action – the Clerk will report the issue again 
RL – nothing 
PR – nothing 
SA – has recently been elected as Chair of Merriott Parish Council  
1089. To note correspondence received – Councillors had received various updates and 
correspondence throughout the month. 

1090. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 16th June 2025 at 7.00 
p.m. 

The Chair requested a quick review of upcoming meetings dates: 

Monday 21st July  – the Vice Chair gave apologies 
Monday 15th September – the Chair gave apologies 
Monday 20th October  
Monday 17th November  
Meetings in August and December are only held if there is urgent business for the Prish 
Council to consider. 

The meeting ended at 21.40 p.m.  
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