Hinton St George Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st July 2025,
at St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George.

Present: Clirs P. Reynolds (PR), A .Barber (AB) P. Lanham (PL) and F. Voss (FV)

Somerset Councillor J Roundell-Greene. Adam Dance MP ,the Parish Path Liaison Officer and
the Clerk were in attendance.

Members of the Public: 14

1104. Open Forum: A member of the public thanked Councillors and the Clerk for organising
the recent maintenance works to the Pelota Wall, and said he felt the repairs had been done
very well. The Clerk thanked him for his kind comments and said she would write to the
Reading Room Trustees as they had contributed to the cost.

A member of the public asked when the first draft of the Conservation Area Appraisal would
be available. The Chair replied that there had been some delays, and the Heritage
Consultant will be working on the draft late August.

A member of the public raised concerns that the proposed new temporary classroom near
the preschool had not been discussed, but ground works have begun. The current number
of children at school and preschool is around 86, but the new building could take that to 100
and there are genuine concerns about road safety as there have been near misses when
children run across the road.

Members of the public have suggested children wait in the playground to be collected in the
same way as they did when the COVID restrictions were in place.

Another member of the public said there was real concern about parking, as some staff do
park in West Street and Abbey Street, so the area can be congested when parents drive to
collect children.

Somerset Councillor J Roundell Greene said she had made enquiries and there has been no
discussion about a new classroom as far as she is aware. There were questions about how
the works were being funded and she said Somerset Council should have been informed so
she would ask further questions.

There was discussion on end of term, and how residents received letters from the
contractors doing the work but had no advance notice of the plan.

Another resident said the village had worked hard to get funding for the preschool
classroom, but this was now becoming a problem and at certain times of the day it would be
impossible to get emergency vehicles down West Street.

Adam Dance MP said it was very difficult as staff can park along any street, and the only way
to restrict that would be yellow lines, which would not be welcome. There was discussion on
zig zag lines outside the school, and how to stop people parking in the turning circle.

It was suggested people write to the school suggesting children are collected from the
playground to improve safety.

A member asked why the “ walk to school” scheme from SASP had not been agreed and the
Clerk confirmed she had obtained the results of the survey and there was not enough
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support for the scheme, so it had failed at the first hurdle. The Clerk agreed to send
interested parties a copy of the consultation results.

One member of the public confirmed she will be standing for the vacancy on the Parish
Council and would be available after the meeting to discuss this. Two other members of the
public confirmed they also intend to stand.

1105. Apologies for Absence: Clir. M. Herbert ( personal) and Clir. Lewin ( unwell)

1106. Declarations of Interest: none

The Vice Chair took the meeting and informed members of the public that item 7, with the
exception of Parish Path Liaison report ,would be considered after finance and procedure.
1107. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th June 2025
were approved and signed by the Chair.

1108. Somerset Councillor Report: Somerset Councillor J Roundell- Greene had sent her
report ahead of the meeting and confirmed that Somerset Council was now looking at a
transformation programme focussed on better efficiency. She explained the difficulties with
regard to planning, as there had been 4 authorities with slightly different working practices,
which now had to be combined into one way of working. She also said the Ful Council had
considered the Boundary Review at their last meeting. The Clerk confirmed the Parish
Council had sent their responses.

Adam Dance MP gave an update on parliamentary issues and explained how much of his
time was being spent on trying to stop closure of hospital services, such as the stroke unit,
the maternity unit at Yeovil and now the proposed closure of inpatient bed at smaller
hospitals such as Crewkerne. He explained the various parties involved and stressed that he
was very concerned Yeovil should not be reduced to some form of “ cottage hospital”.

He was pleased to announce that two new NHS dentist practices would be delivered over
the next year.

He confirmed his Constituency Office was now open at 31 Princes Street, Yeovil and he has a
private members bill on neurodiversity which needs to be supported.

After further discussion it was agreed that Somerset Councillor J Roundell Greene will
contact the legal team with regard to Teakettle Lane and the Clerk will send her details of
the members of staff at Somerset Council who have been very helpful over the last few
weeks, so they can receive recognition.

Councillors thanked them for attending and she and Adam Dance MP left the meeting.
1109. Clerks Updates:

a) Flooding on Merriott Road - The Clerk reported Somerset Council Legal Team had not
given an update despite assurances to Somerset Councillor J Roundell Greene that they
would contact the Clerk. This will be chased again.

b) Poor internet access The Clerk had received a response from Adam Dance MP which
confirmed that a few properties in Hinton St George will have improved broadband between
now and December 2026, but there are no plans to fully improve the situation, and the
Government has not allocated funding to improving broadband in rural area. Along with
other MPs Adam Dance has been to meetings with Open Reach, but there is no progress yet.
c) Dog fouling: A member of the environmental health team has been to the village to
distribute posters and will return on a regular basis. The Countryside Code is now on the
village website and Parish Council noticeboard, and article has bee placed for the Hinton
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Hound and the location of dog’s bins will be posted to assist visitors to the village.

d) Teakettle Lane signage — the Clerk has sent the details of the company who provided the
current signs to the Residents Group, so they will arrange the agreed signs.

1110. Highways and Footpath updates:

a) Parish Path Liaison report — the Parish Path Liaison Officer enquired if the proposed letter
to landowners had been agreed. The Clerk confirmed the Chair was unwell, but she would
remind him a response is required. The Clerk mentioned a recent meeting in Lopen with
FWAG and will send a brief report.

Items considered after finance and procedures :

b) To receive results of the public consultation on parking restrictions — The Vice Chair
explained this will be deferred to September to allow a Councillor to request dispensation.
c) Highways/Enhanced Services — The Clerk explained that Somerset Council had issued
advice which would require works by the side of the road, such a litter picking and grass
cutting to be registered with the Parish Council. The volunteers undertaking such work
would need to complete an online training course and the Parish Council would need to pay
for a licence for the work to be done. It has now been updated to say there will not be a fee
for the licence, and it can run for several months, not just one month at a time. Sadly, there
was still no advice on Chapter 8 training, or the signage required, so the Clerk will have to
make further enquiries.

On a brighter note the road sweeper had finally been to the village and cleared New Road,
and the lengthsman and a gardener had cleared a fallen tree from Pit Road.

d) Lopen Road drainage — The Clerk had attended a meeting of several local Parishes to
discuss flooding, and it was clear any works would take a long time to organise and fund, but
she will send a written report with more details

e) To consider response to the Local Transport Plan - it was agreed the Clerk complete the
response and highlight the need for better bus services to neighbouring towns and villages.
1111. Planning Conservation and village matters

a) Update on Pelota Wall — the Clerk reported that the scaffold was due to be removed on
Wednesday, and the Chair has agreed the work to the wall has been completed very well.
There will be a small amount of work on the buttress once the scaffold has gone, and the
stonemason will inspect the wall during the Autumn. Councillors agreed the Clerk should
write to the Reading Room Trustees to thank them for their financial support and to the
Stonemason for all his hard work.

b) To consider gov.uk website and email — the Clerk had sent details of a local company who
could provide a gov.uk website and email, and it was agreed this should be considered after
the Budget Review at the September meeting, in the hope changes to comply with guidance
could be made early in the next financial year.

1112. Finance:

a) Review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank reconciliations —
Councillors noted there were no receipts.

b) Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment —

South West Scaffolding £2640.00
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SSE Energy supply £ 2143

PCC of Hinton St George £1100.00
St Georges Hall £ 90.00
Clerks Salary £ 401.70
HM Revenue & Custom £ 78.80
Julie Chant - reimbursement £ 79.98
Ben Sabran £ 4366.84
Home and Gardens £ 1627.70

Payments were approved.
c) To approve and sign request to move £ 1,500 from reserve account to current account —
agreed and signed
d ) To sign mandate for additional signatory — Councillors agreed and Clir A Barber will
return completed form to the Clerk.
e) To receive 1st quarter review of the Budget — Councillors noted the current expenditure
against budgeted costs and there was a short discussion on exploring possible funding
towards some expenditure.
f) To note and agree the response to the CIL report — Councillors noted there have not been
any Community Infrastructure Levy payments as there had been no qualifying development
in the village. It was agreed the Clerk submit the nil return to Somerset Council.
g) To note the resignation of ClIr. S Ashton and receive an update on the vacancy for a
Parish Councillor - ClIr Voss expressed sadness that Cllr Ashton had resigned as he felt he
had been a valued member of the Parish Council with lots of knowledge about Councils and
Planning. Councillors requested the Clerk write to Cllr Ashton to thank him for his services to
the Parish.
The Clerk confirmed that an election had been requested, some Somerset Council would
now handle the process, but the Parish Council will have to pay the costs.

The first question was if Councillors required Polling Cards at a cost of £ 692.71 — all agreed.
An updated electoral roll will be sent to the Clerk and provisional dates are:

The Notice of Election and Nomination Papers will be published on Somerset Council
website on Wednesday 13th August 2025. The Clerk will be sent a copy of the Notice to

display.

Nominations will open on Thursday 14th August 2025 and the closing date for nominations
will be 4.00 p.m. on Thursday 21st August 2025.
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The Provisional Date for the Election is Thursday 18th September 2025.

The Clerk has spoken to Electoral Services, and they have indicated the estimated cost to the
Parish Council will be in the region of £ 4,000, but more likely to be over rather than under.
Councillors noted the information.

1113. Planning applications under review:

24/00097/FUL —Cricket St. Thomas Golf Club, Windwhistle - Proposed erection of 7 bay
driving range with teaching bay and associated works and the erection of a gym fitness
studio — revised plans

As this was a retrospective planning application in response to concerns about light
pollution, the Chair and the Clerk had reviewed the original objections and drafted a
response reinforcing the previous comments from the Parish Council — all agreed the Clerk
send the response.

Decision to note:

25/01127/HOU - St Georges House, Merriott Road, Hinton St George -

Replacement windows/doors, new roof lights, addition of western single storey extension
and infill of under croft and erection of new car port — Approved

1114. to receive Parish Councillors reports:

FV — questioned why the results of the public consultation are being delayed, as the Parish
Council had been required to ask residents, they have done that, so the results should be
sent to Highways. He said Highways will take some time to consider this, but that would be
their issue, and he felt some were delaying as they did not agree with the result

AB — felt there had been a certain amount of rowing back from a decision that had been
democratically taken and that it should be passed to highways.

The British Heart Foundation will provide stickers for the defibrillators saying who to contact
if a defibrillator has been taken and /or used, as currently he is not informed. His telephone
number will be on the stickers. It was agreed something should be placed in the Hinton
Hound and another person be found to help as back up guardian in the event Clir Barber is
not available. This will be an Agenda item in September.

He also requested that the Clerk contact the Fire Service for checks on the fire hydrants
around the village.

PL - nothing.

PR — nothing

1115. To note correspondence received — Somerset Prepared Survey — it was agreed the
Clerk make the required response.

1116. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 15th September 2025 at
7.15 p.m.

The meeting ended at 20.35 p.m.
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