Hinton St George Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st October 2024,
At St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George

Present: Clirs R. Lewin (RL), M. Herbert (MH), F. Voss (FV), P. Lanham (PL), A. Barber (AB)
and S. Ashton (SA).

The Parish Path Liaison Officer and the Clerk were in attendance

Members of the Public: None

991. Open Forum.

No members of public in attendance

992. Apologies for Absence: ClIr P. Reynolds - (unwell) and Somerset Councillors A. Dance
and Roundell — Greene (both personal).

993. Declarations of Interest: none

994. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th September
2024 were approved and signed by the Chair of the Parish Council.

995. Somerset Councillor Report: In the absence of both Somerset Councillors for the
village, Somerset Councillor S Ashton gave a quick update on the financial difficulties and the
current situation with the redundancy plans, which have identified 640 staff positions with a
potential saving of £ 34 million. He also mentioned the issues securing the necessary
borrowing and the impact on services such as Highways and Planning. The Chair thanked Clir
Aston for his update and expressed concern and sadness at the level of proposed
redundancies and the potential loss of experienced and very helpful staff.

996. Clerks Updates:

a) Summer Lane road surfacing works: There was no update on when the work would be
done, and Councillors discussed the possibility of undertaking some work to the ditches.
They noted some recent works along the side of the road which might impact on water flow,
and this will be discussed again at the next meeting. The Clerk will write to Highways.

b) to note registration with Enhanced Services: Councillors noted their interest had been
registered with the provider and discussed the need for cooperation with other villages.
997. Highways and footpaths updates:

a) Parish Path Liaison report — the Parish Path Liaison Officer noted that the brief respite
from waterlogged paths over the Summer was now over, and several paths were very
muddy. He mentioned that the footpath team at Somerset Council had been reduced and
Clir Ashton offered to contact officers if required works were not being carried out. The
Chair discussed a lane, which did not appear to be marked as a footpath and questioned
who owned the land. The PPLO mentioned two items which have been reported to Rights of
Way, one of which was an overgrown hedge, and he asked if a small fallen tree could be
removed by the lengthsman. There was discussion on drainage issues, including the mini
lake and some work to the entrance at Oak Field. The Chair suggested he make contact the
gentleman doing drainage works in the area and liaised with him on the various issues.

b) to note notification from Somerset Council re: CH19/36 and CH13/17 — Councillors
discussed the application to upgrade both bridleways to restricted byways and asked the
Clerk to make further enquiries with regard to the definitions and to send the full
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documents to all Councillors and the PPLO.

c¢) Flooding on Merriott Road — the Clerk confirmed that Highways had costed a scheme to
install additional gullies to direct the water to the existing drainage at South Street. This had
been prepared some time ago and was with the legal team for negotiation with the
developer, but there is no update from the legal team. The Clerk was instructed to write to
the legal department, reminding them of the bond to cover such works and requesting that
the works be progressed as soon as possible.

d) To note gully maps and review clearance. — Councillors had received copies of the maps,
and the Enhanced Maintenance provider had suggested a meeting to discuss the statutory
clearance schedule and identify any possible addition clearance in areas prone to flooding.
The Clerk will liaise with the Chair and the Lengthsman and arrange a meeting.

Clir F Voss noted that the drain clearance along Furlands had been completed.

998. Planning applications to review:

24/1970/HOU - 70 West Street — Hinton St George — rebuild the existing single storey read
lean to and erection of a new dormer to form en-suite bathrooms with internal alterations —
Councillors noted the repositioning of the en-suite and reduction in size of dormer and felt
the new plans were an improvement — Recommended approval - all agreed

b) Decisions to note:

24/02038/TPO — Hornbeams, Lopen Road, Hinton St George — notification of intent to
carry out tree surgery works to No 2 Trees as shown within the Yeovil Council (HIGE) 1984
Tree Preservation Order - Approved. Councillors noted the response received from the tree
surgeon and the planning officer

24/00022/FUL and 24/00023/LBC- The Old Post Office, 84 West Street, Hinton St George-
the addition of 2 no. new roof lights, internal alterations, change of use of tearooms to
residential living space. — Approved

Councillors noted the decisions

999. Planning and Conservation matters:

a) to receive update on Conservation Area appraisal and agree next steps: - the Clerk
confirmed a site visit for 18th October 2024 had been postponed due to illness and the Chair
asked to attend the rescheduled meeting. The date for the initial presentation has been set
at 25th January 2025, times to be agreed, and this information, along with some details
about the Local Plan Review has been submitted for publication in the Hinton Hound.

b) Pelota Wall update —there was a discussion on the difficulty in getting estimates and
possible sources of funding for any agreed works. The Clerk was asked to forward detail
regarding the history of the wall to all Councillors and to add some information and
photographs to the village website.

c) To receive update on lighting at Merriott Road — Clir P Lanham said he was hopeful this
would be completed in November.

d) To discuss possible signage for the Village Cross — Councillors discussed the idea of
signage and felt it was not necessary.

1000. Finance:

a) review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank reconciliations. —
Councillors noted the interest and noted the balances on the bank accounts.

b) Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment —
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. SSE energy (2months) £ 42.86

1. St Georges Hall £ 30.00

1R Clerk - Salary £ 372.14
IV. Home and Garden Services £ 155.00
V. AED donate — defib battery £ 353.99
VI. J Chant — reimbursement £ 76.60
VILI. PAYE £ 64.20

c) to consider credit note for Lopen Parish Council — Councillors noted the change to the
arrangement and agreed to issue a credit note and raise a new invoice for £ 40.00 — all
agreed.

d) to receive 6-month Budget Review — Councillors noted the figures and the explanations
for overspends and savings on various budget headings.

e) to consider 2nd draft of 225/26 Budget — Councillors reviewed the options and asked the
Clerk to produce a more detailed budget for consideration in the November meeting.

f) to note reduction in interest rates on reserve accounts — noted

g) to agree alteration to Financial Regulation point 4.5 - the Clerk explained that some of
the parts for defibrillators need to be ordered without delay and the current regulation was
not adequate. Councillors agreed to amend the Financial Regulation to read: “In cases of
extreme risk to the delivery of council services, and when defibrillator parts, including new
pads are required as a matter of urgency, the clerk may authorise revenue expenditure on
behalf of the council which in the clerk’s judgement it is necessary to carry out, in agreement
with any One Councillor. Such expenditure includes repair, replacement or other work,
whether or not there is any budgetary provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £200.
The Clerk shall report such action to the chairman as soon as possible and to the council as
soon as practicable thereafter”. All agreed.

1001. Defibrillator update: Clir Barber reported that the recent defibrillator and CPR
session had been very informative, but attendance had been low. Councillors discussed
options to increase attendance and if joint sessions with a neighbouring village would be
more effective.

1002. to receive Parish Councillors reports:

AB — confirmed that a new battery has been fitted to the original defibrillator in the phone
box and he has requested that the system which holds information on all defibrillators
includes a field where the date the battery needs replacing can be recorded.

He also noted the 30 mph sign on South Street is badly faded.

MH — asked if the Clerk knew when the hall committee met, as she has not been invited to
any meetings.

PL - none
RL—-none
SA —none

1003: to agree meeting dates for 2025/26 - Councillors noted that the 34 Monday in April
2025 would be Easter Monday and requested that the Clerk alter the meeting date to
Monday 27t April 2025.

1004. To note correspondence received noted

1005. Public Forum — no public in attendance
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1006. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 18th November 2024

The meeting ended at 21.12
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