
Hinton St George Parish Council


Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 18th November 2024, 

At St. Georges Village Hall, Hinton St. George 


Present: Cllrs R. Lewin (RL), P. Reynolds (PR), M. Herbert (MH), F. Voss (FV), P. Lanham (PL), 
A. Barber (AB) and S. Ashton (SA). 

The Parish Path Liaison Officer and the Clerk were in attendance.

Members of the Public:  None at start, but one member of public arrived during the 
meeting.

1007. Open Forum. 

No members of public in attendance

1008. Apologies for Absence: Somerset Councillor A. Dance.

1009. Declarations of Interest:  Cllrs M Herbert and A Barber declared personal interest in 
planning application 24/02340/FUL as they are friends of the applicants.

1010. Minutes of last Meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st October  
2024 were approved and signed by the Chair of the Parish Council.

1011. Somerset Councillor Report: Cllr J Roundell Greene confirmed she had spoken to Mr 
Clarke at Somerset Council with regard to the drainage at Teakettle Lane and he is working 
to resolve the situation. He has explained that the Bond is held for onsite works, and the 
drainage is offsite, but she has stressed this must be resolved. Cllr Lanham reminded her 
that the developers did all the pavements and grass verges, so the drainage is within the 
site. The Chair expressed frustration at the delays and questioned if Somerset Council are 
hoping the Parish Council will lose interest and stop requesting a solution.

Cllr Roundell Greene said she would remind Mr Clarke that the Bond should not be 
returned, and the works should be agreed without delay.

She said the reorganisation of the Council continues and the financial situation has improved 
slightly, but it will take time and the changes in some service areas are challenging, but she 
hopes things will improve by April. 

She asked the Clerk to contact her if there were issues contacting officers.

Cllr Reynolds stressed that the Parish Council had raised concern about drainage whilst the 
development was being built, but they had been ignored, and she felt the land by the road 
had been built up so the water would pool in the road, and not on the site. Cllr Roundell 
Greene assured Councillors she had spoken to the planners and the legal team, and she will 
keep asking for a resolution. 

Councillors thanked her for her report, and she left the meeting.

1012. Clerks Updates:

a) Summer Lane: Following a conversation with the landowners a retrospective planning 
application will be submitted for the new wall. The Clerk has written to Highways with 
regard to ditch clearance but has not received a reply.

b) Flooding on Merriott Road: This had been covered by the Somerset Councillor report and 
the Clerk chases Somerset Council for answers on a regular basis .

c) Update on gully and drain clearance: The Clerk has submitted another request for the 
drain clearance schedule but has not received a reply. The Clerk will write again.
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1013. Highways and footpaths updates:

a) Parish Path Liaison report – the Parish Path Liaison Officer had forwarded the latest 
correspondence from Somerset Council explaining cuts to the workforce and the very 
limited works which will undertaken by County due to staff cuts. He also mentioned the 
kissing gate for Oak field and questioned if a 2 in 1 gate would be a better option now, and 
confirmed he would order one. He also mentioned a missing finger post near Shoot Hill. 

He noted that the small tree had been cleared between Summer Lane and Lopen Road, but 
said the hedge was still overgrown. The Clerk will ask the lengthsman to cut the hedge. 

Cllr Reynolds mentioned that an electric fence has been placed across a footpath coming up 
from Dinnington. The Clerk will endeavour to get details of the landowner. 

b) to note proposed changes to the Right of Way Structure: - Councillors had seen the 
correspondence and expressed their concerns, and this was covered by the PPLO in his 
report . Councillors thanked him for his work and for attending the meeting. 

1013 . Planning applications to review:   

24/02462/TCA – Hinton St George Church of England Primary School West Street Hinton St 
George – notification of intent to fell No. 2 trees within a Conservation Area – noted

24/02340/FUL – Westlake’s Farm, Merriott Road, Hinton St. George – the demolition of an 
existing dwelling and agricultural barn and the erection of a replacement dwelling -  
Following a site visit, and discussions with the agent to fully understand the scale and plot,  
Councillors discussed the application, including the possible improvement on the entrance 
to the road and the scale of the proposed property. The Vice Chair felt the proposed 
dwelling was sympathetic to the site and it would be an improvement to the current 
buildings – Councillors agreed to recommend approval of the application.

b) Decisions to note:  none


1014. Planning and Conservation matters:

a) to receive update on Conservation Area appraisal – the working party had meet with the 
Heritage Consultant earlier that day to discuss the arrangements for the drop-in session in 
January to hear the views and opinions of the residents, and how best to advertise the 
event. After further discussion including changes of staff in the local planning department, 
the number of public consultations, who to invite and the need to publicise the event, it was 
proposed that the arrangements be delegated to the working party. – all agreed 

b) To agree response to initial consultation on Somerset Council Local Plan – Cllrs Reynolds 
and Ashton had listed some ideas for possible replies, which had been sent to all Councillors 
for discussion and alterations. It was agreed that Councillors would send their final 
comments to the Clerk to enable a comprehensive response to be sent within the agreed 
time frame – all agreed.

c) Pelota Wall update – Councillors noted the arrangements for public access to the wall via 
the Poulett Arms and the land conveyance information.

d) To receive update on lighting at Merriott Road – Cllr P Lanham said he was hopeful this 
would be completed early in December and within the agreed budget.

e) Village Noticeboards – the Clerk had received an email with regard to the difficulty 
getting pins into the backing of the public notice board and the Clerk raised her concern that 
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both notice boards would benefit from some general maintenance. It was agreed that the 
lengthsman inspect both boards and suggest appropriate works. – all agreed.

1015. Finance: 

a) review of the current receipts and payments schedule and verify bank reconciliations. – 
Councillors noted the balances on the bank accounts.

b) Invoices for payment to be considered and approved by Councillors prior to payment – 


I. SSE energy                                                                        £    20.75

II. Clerk   - Salary                                                                   £  401.71

III. Home and Garden Services                                            £ 1021.50

IV. PAYE                                                                                   £     71.20 


c) to received detailed draft 2025/26 Budget and consider options – Councillors noted the 
breakdown of expenditure and suggested that some uplift was required for items such as 
insurance and village maintenance to allow for inflation and the reduction in services from 
Somerset Council. There was some discussion on grants and general overheads, and it was 
agreed that a larger project within the village be undertaken over a 2-year period and with 
some financial assistance if possible. The Clerk will make the suggested changes and 
produce alternative draft budget for further consideration.

d)  to consider request for donation from Citizens Advice – Councillors had received the 
data submitted with the request and agreed a donation of £ 100.00 – all agreed

e) to consider a request for donation from Somerset Bus Partnership – Councillors asked 
for some details of how this organisation is run and what it achieves and agreed a donation 
of £ 50.00 – all agreed 

1016. to consider response to the Boundary Commission Review – Councillors had received 
details of the review and Cllr Ashton gave some background information on the review and 
the current arrangements. He felt the primary concern was to get a similar number of 
residents within each ward and felt the current arrangement of 2 Councillors per Parish 
worked well as it offered leeway if one Councillor was unwell or on holiday. Cllrs agreed and 
requested the Clerk to respond accordingly.

1017. to receive Parish Councillors reports:

FV – mentioned the heritage signpost close to Yarcombe Timber and noted that the top 
piece is missing.

AB – confirmed that two sections of broken kerb stones had been reported and marked. 

He also mentioned that British Heart Foundation have released a short training video on CPR 
and defibrillators online. 

MH – said there was a broken kerb on Church Street – the Clerk will report this.

PL - none

RL – hedge and drainage works are continuing on fields to try to improve the areas and 
footpaths.

PR – none 

SA – attends Business Group meetings in Crewkerne and is pleased to say one large 
supermarket will be renewing their lease.

1018.  To note correspondence received – Councillors noted the agreed increase to Local 
Government Staff pay scales and this will be honoured and implemented.

1019. Public Forum – no public in attendance
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1020. Next meeting date: The next meeting will be held on Monday 20th January 2025


The meeting ended at 21.05.
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