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Hinton St George Annual Parish Meeting 

 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held Monday 18th May 2026, 
at St George’s Village Hall, Hinton St. George 

 
Present: Cllr R. Lewin, Cllr P. Reynolds, Cllr F. Voss, Cllr M. Herbert, Cllr A. Barber, and Cllr 
E. Way. Somerset Council was represented by Cllr S. Ashton, and the Clerk was in 
attendance.  
Members of the Public 19 members of the public   
 
                                    The meeting opened at 7.15 p.m. 
 
1.​ Apologies. 

Cllr P. Lanham 
 
2.​ Minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th May 2025 

The minutes were approved and signed as a true and correct record of what took 
place. 
 

3.​ Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising. 
 

4.​ Hinton St George Parish Council Chairman’s Report. 
 
The Chair began by thanking members of the public for attending the meeting. 
 
In the past year, the Chair noted that the Parish Council had undertaken necessary repairs 
to the Pelota Wall, and thanked the residents of Hinton Close for their patience while the 
work was being completed. The Chair also thanked the Reading Room Trust for their 
generous donation towards the repair costs. 
 
The Chair confirmed that a public consultation had taken place at the start of the year to 
discuss the Conservation Area Appraisal, which was aimed at protecting the village and 
keeping up with the implications for living in a conservation area. He confirmed that a village 
meeting would soon be held to share the report and to solicit residents’ views, and stressed 
that residents would have the option to vote on whether we go ahead with this or not. He 
acknowledged the work of Cllr Reynolds and Cllr Lanham with the Conservation Area 
Appraisal. He noted an unfortunate example of how things could go wrong was the post box 
being vandalised by Royal Mail with no consultation.  
 
The Chair reported that although recent flooding challenges did not directly impact us, it did 
create access problems. The Council worked with Highways to address flooding issues in 
Lopen Rd caused by water from local springs, and in fighting drainage challenges on 
Merriott Rd where a new drainage solution must still be installed by the developer. The 
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Council is working with Somerset Council to keep on top of the many potholes, and the Chair 
acknowledged Adam Dance MP for his support in this regard.  
 
The Chair confirmed that residents had been consulted on the proposed yellow lines at the 
crossroads, with most people being in support of this (52 yes, 35 no, 12 undecided). 
Highways will draft a plan pending funding and this will come back to the Council for input 
and further consultations. 
 
We also spent a lot of time engaging with Somerset Council Planning department and we 
formed a Planning Committee, agreeing that all Councillors could be members of the 
committee, and a minimum of 3 should be in attendance at any planning meetings to be 
quorate. The Chair reported that a full mineral assessment was requested at the greenfields 
development in Crewkerne due to the potential difficulties the disruption of the local quarry 
may cause in accessing Inferior Oolite stone, which is used throughout the village. One of 
the challenges this year has been the light pollution from the golf course. Although planning 
was approved, conditions have been set around when the lights can be used, which we 
should all continue to monitor.  
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Barber for the work done in setting up a sophisticated defibrillator 
network in the village, using post codes and what-3-words to help emergency services locate 
them quickly.  
 
The Parish Council maintains 8 benches around the village and we’re grateful for the local 
support received in refurbishing these. The Chair noted that applications had been submitted 
for Assets of Community Value, which would give the village a period of time to try and 
purchase these assets if they were being sold. Applications were made for the school and 
playing field (*these were both unfortunately declined) and the Lord Poulett Arms (*this was 
approved). 
 
The Chair thanked the Lengthsman, Mark Pitman for his services, noting that he had 
completed the required Chapter 8 training, aimed at ensuring safe procedures for working 
alongside roads.  
 
We were happy to continue our sponsorship of the Hinton Hound as well as the grasscutting 
at St George’s Church, and we’re pleased to confirm these sponsorships are continuing into 
the new financial year. 
 
The Chair welcomed Cllr Ashton as the Somerset Council representative and thanked him 
for his service as a Councillor until late last year.  
The Chair noted his appreciation for Cllr Roundell Greene, who is on leave for the next few 
months.  
He welcomed Cllr Way, who joined the Parish Council this year and thanked Don 
Morecombe for his service (until recently) as Parish Paths Liaison Officer.  
The Chair thanked Cllr Voss for his role as Parish Council representative for the Reading 
Room Trust and confirmed that this role has now been filled by Cllr Reynolds. 
He thanked Julie Chant for her services as Parish Clerk and welcomed Helen Graham as 
the new Parish Clerk. 
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Going forward, the Chair noted that full fibre connection would be available from Open 
Reach and Wessex Internet and thanked Cllr Reynolds and Adam Dance MP for 
campaigning for improved broadband access. He noted that the new Parish Council website 
would be launching in June, noting that the site will promote local groups and organisations 
as well as village events. 
 
The Chair invited Cllr Ashton to provide an update on behalf of Somerset Council. 
 
Cllr Ashton reported on the changing procedures around pothole repairs. Current priorities 
are to address safety repairs first, and once this backlog has cleared, contractors would be 
asked to fix any other potholes nearby at the same time. He noted that residents should 
continue to report potholes, but if they were not happy that they were being dealt with, they 
could forward the reference number to him for addressing. 
 
Cllr Ashton was pleased to report that 99% of school applicants had gotten their first choice 
of school this year. He noted that he was taking on the role of Spokesman for Climate 
Change at Somerset Council, as well as Vice-Chair of Planning, and noted that he looked 
forward to providing support where possible. 
 
The Chair thanked Cllr Ashton for his support, both in his previous role as Hinton St George 
Councillor and in his current role at Somerset Council. 
 
5.​ General discussion of matters raised by those present. 
 
The Chair invited members of the public to speak at this point of the meeting. 
 
Several members of the public noted their concerns about potholes, asking why they were 
needing to be replaced repeatedly during the year, noting a concern about the way they are 
being repaired and whether this will last, and suggesting that drainage repairs should be 
prioritised to avoid further potholes developing. A member of the public asked what budget 
allocation would be made to potholes going forward and Cllr Ashton agreed to find out about 
this. 
 
A member of the public questioned why water was running along Lopen Road, which they 
felt had only started in recent years. The Chair reported that this had been tested and found 
to be spring water and Cllr Ashton noted that Somerset Council was encouraging farmers / 
landowners to maintain gulleys on their land. A member of the public noted that all the 
gulleys in the village are blocked. The Chair reported that our drains are much older and 
harder to clean, and the contractor allocated this work is only allocated to do this every few 
years. However he noted that the Parish Council are trying to keep on top of this. 
 
A member of the public asked about the school fencing planning application and Cllr Way 
confirmed that an objection had been lodged by the Parish Council. Several members of the 
public noted their concerns about parking challenges outside the school, with children 
running in the road and the playing fields not being kept very tidy. An observation was made 
that the funding which was raised specifically for the pre-school building was now being used 
for other purposes and questions were raised about whether the school can sustain more 
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students. Cllr Ashton confirmed that there was high demand for the school but that capacity 
had been reduced to encourage people to use other local schools. A member of the public 
estimated that around 13 of the 87 school children were residents in the village. 
 
A member of the public noted that it was great to have fibre in the village but noted a 
concern about the poor mobile phone connection. The Stoke Sub Hamdon signal mast has 
apparently not been working for several year and Cllr Barber noted that there was reluctance 
for this to be repaired until 5G comes in, due to cost factors. The mobile connection was 
noted as a concern for accessing defibrillators. 
 
A member of the public asked whether the proposed yellow lines would be enforceable. Cllr 
Reynolds confirmed that it would be possible to photograph cars parked on the yellow lines 
and submit these to Highways, who would then issue fines, so it was felt this would be 
enforceable.  
 
6.​ Meeting Closing 
 
The Chair added a personal note explaining that he had taken up tenancy at the Hurse 
property and was working to replace the existing stables. He had received comments that a 
new building was too large and he acknowledged that this was a mistake and was waiting for 
the contractor to return and correct this. The Chair apologised to the residents and assured 
them that this would be rectified to ensure that the new building aligns with the original. 
 
The meeting ended at 8.10pm.  
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